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INSTRUCTIONS, and DIRECTIONS 


for gaining the JUBI LEE. 


IT was appointed by the divine law, in the 
I twenty fifth chapter of Leviticus, that every 
fiftieth year ſhould be ſanctified to the Lord, 
as a jubilee year ; that is, a year of reſt, and re- 
miſſion, in the way of a general releaſe and diſ- 
charge from all debts, and all bondage, and a 
reinſtating of every man in his former poſſeſſions. 
The Holy Ghoſt, who, according to the promiſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt (St. Jobs xiv. 16, 26. and xvi. 13.) 
ever guides and direQs his church, has inſpired 
its chief paſtors to inſtitute alſo a jubilee year a- 
mongſt chriſtians, not for the freeing them from 
their worldly debts, or their corporal bondage ; 
or reſtoring them to the earthly goods they had 
formerly poſſeſſed ; but for the diſcharge of their 
ſpiritual debts, they owe to the divine juſtice 3 
for looſing the bonds of their fins, releaſing them 
from the ſlavery of ſatan, and reſtoring them to all 
thoſe goods of divine grace, from which they 
have unhappiiy fallen. And all this by virtue 
of the commiſſion and power, given by Chriſt 
our Lord to St. Peter, and his” ſucceſſors in the 
office of chief paſtors of the church, in theſe 
words, Matt. xvi. 19. To thee I will give the heys 
of the kingdom of heaven. And what fever thou 
ſhalt bind upon earth, ſhall be bound alſo in heaven s 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt hoſe upon earth, ſhell be 
 lanſed alfo in heaven. Which unlimited power of 
| loofing all ſuch bonds, as may hinder any one 
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( iv > Fs ; 
from entering into the kingdom of heaven, is 
put in full execution, by the grant of a Jabilee 
(attended with all proper circumſtanees) in fa- 
vour of true penitents, who, by the ſacramental 
abſolution they then receive (no caſes being at 
that time reſerved) are looſed from the whole 
guilt of their fins, and the eternal puniſhment 
due io chat guilt : and by the plenary indulgerice 
of the jubilee, are alfo diſcharged from the debt 


| of temporal puniſhmerit ; which (as the church | 


has always believed, and as it is evident from 
ſcripture in the cafe of David, 2 Samuel xii. 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14.) commonly remains due to divine 


| jaſtiee after the guilt is forgiven. 


Our Holy Father, who, according to the 
caſtom of his predeceſſors, granted this laſt year 


| a general jubilee, in favour of all thoſe who, - / 


from errors; for the peace and concord of 


and ſalvation of all chriſtian people; has been 


during the courfe of that year 17 50, reſorted to 
Rome; and being truly penitent for all their 


ſims, confeſſed them to a prieſt duly approved, 
and received worthily the holy communion, 


viſiting for fifteen days (either continued or in. 
terrupted) the four principal churches, and there 


devoutly praying for the exaltation of our holy 


mother the chu reh; for the purging of the world 
chriſtian princes; and for the general welfare 


pleaſed, in the beginning of this preſent year, to 
open the treaſure of the church, and to extend 
che like grant of à general jubilee to all the 
faithful throughout the whole world, Who being 
in like manner truly penitent fhould perform 588 
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(r) 
Eke conditions. in their own diſtricks, not except 

ing from this grant thoſe who had already W 
the jabilee laſt year at Rome or elſewhere. 


The time his Holineſs has allotted for 8 | 


the jubilee, with all the privileges annexed to it, 


is the ſpace of ſix whole months; to be computed - 


from the day of the ſolemn- publiſhing of it in 
each dioeeſe or diſtrict; which will be in this 
diſtrict tne ſeventeenth day of this preſent March; 


being the fourth ſunday of lent, commonly called 


mid · lent ſunday. In any part of the ſpace 


theſe ſix months the jubilee ma he gained by 
vuliting for fifteen days (eontinued or interrupted) 


the churches appointed by the biſhop; and chere 
devoutly praying for the intentions ſpecified 


above, and performing the reſt of the conditions. 
But it can beaktaided: dan. once in that ſpace 


of time. 


approved by the biſhop for hearing the confeſ⸗ 
ſions of the faithful, have a 


and of changing all vows, except thoſe of chaſ- 


_ tity and religion, into other pions works. And 


all perſons, whether ſeculars, or religious men; 
of every order, inſtitute and ſociety (including 
by name the ſociety of. Jeſus) are licenſed to 
chooſe for the confeſſion which they. deſire to 
make for the gaining the jubilee, and for the 


abſolving them from all reſerved caſes, any prieſt. 


approved by the biſhop, whether ſecular or regu» 
fs of their own or any. 7 arder; all ſtatutes, 
1 A 3 | 


2019 


During the a, of the jubilee; all prieſts duly 0 


general power of 
abſolving from all reſerved caſes, all ſuch per- 
ſons as apply to them in order to gain the jubilee; . 
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(vi) 
laws, cuſtoms, or ordinances to the contrary 
notwithſtanding.” And all approved confeſſors 
have a power of diſpenſing with clericks in any 
ſecret irregularity, 'which they may have jncurred 
by the violation of the cenſures of the rent or 
their eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors. 
They that by being abroad, or at fea, have 
been hindered from gaining the jubilee, within 
the fx months, may gain it afterwards, by per- 
forming the other conditions, and viſiting fifteen 
times the chief church or chapel of the 2 
where they ſhall then reſide. | 
Now as to the conditions required on the part 
| of the faithful, chat they may effectually gain the 
jubilee; the firſt and moſt eſſential of all is that 
they be true peritents, by turning from all their 
evil ways, with their whole heart; by renoun- 
eing and deteſting their fins, and having a hearty 
ſorrow for them tdgether with a full determi- 
nation to lead a new life for the future; to fly 
from all their cuſtomary offences, and the im- 
mediate occaſions of them; and feriouſly to do 
penance for their paſt tranſgreſſions. This is 
that great virtue of penitence, which ever was, 
and ever will be abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation 
for all that have fallen into mortal ſin: without 
it, as our Lord poſitively declares ( Luke xiii. 3, 5) 
Mie hall all eriſp. 
©: Hence all ſuch chriſtians exclude themſelves 
from having any ſhare in the benefit of the ju- 
Hilee, as refuſe to renounce: their finful habits, 
of impurity, drunkenneſs, profane ſwearing, de- 
traction, &c. All ſuch as perſiſt in 8 ; 
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(vii) 
of uſury, extortion, or any other ways of wrongs 
ing or over-reaching their neighbours: All ſuch 
as will not forgive their enemies, or reſtore ill- 
- gotten goods, or put away from them the im- 
mediate occaſions of their crimes : All ſuch as 
continue to exhibit or frequent immodeſt ſhews 
or comedies: All ſuch as light or neglect the 
precepts of God's church, and live on in habits 
of breaking the faſts and days of abſtinence, 
without neceſſary and juſt diſpenſation : In a 
word, all ſuch as refuſe to comply with any part 
of their duty, to which they are obliged under 
mortal ſin. Let no man here deceive himſelf : 
God is not to be mocked. They that wilfully 
continue his enemies by fin, in ſpite of all his 
preſſing calls, and the multitude of his graces, 
which flow at this favourable time; have nothing 
elſe to expect from the abuſe of the jubilee, but 
judgments inſtead of the remiſſion of their fins. 
For no fin can be remitted without true repent- 
ance: and the puniſhment due to fin can never 
be remitted as long as a perſon perſiſts in me 
guilt of it. 

The next condition required for gaining tis 
jubilee is, that the faithful join with the virtue of 
| penance the /acrament of penance; by an humble 
confeſſion of all their fins, to a prieſt duly ap= 


proved by the biſhop, in order to receive abſo- 


lution from them. Now as to the quality of this 
confeſſion: it muſt be accompanied with all the 


conditions neceſſary for its acceptance with God: | 
ſuch as, a diligent preparation by prayer, and 
{examination 'of — a hearty contrition, 
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Ae with a firm refaticn of 4 new 
life; and a ſincerity and integrity in the accuſa- 
tion, without concealing or diſguifing any part 
of the guilt, or number of the fins. _ / g 
And here his Holineſs defires we ſhould ear- 
| nelly recommend to all penitents and their di- 
rectors, ferioufly to conſider how far a general 
confeſſion of the fins of their whole lives may 
be expedient, or even neceflary upon this occa- 
fron. For though ſuch a confeſſion of the whole 
life be not abſolutely infiſted upon for the galning 
of the jubilee z and in ſome caſes might not even. 
be adviſable, for fear of entangling timorous. 
ſouls in inextricable ſcruples: yet as to the ge- 
nerality of chriſtians, the beſt ſpiritualiſts agree, 
that ſuch a general confeſſion, once at leaſt in. 
life, is highly expedient ; and ſurely never more- 
fo than in the time of a jubilee. But it is not 
only expedient, but abſolutely neceſſary to a 
great number of chriſtians ; who have juſt reaſon. 
to apprehend the invalidity of their paſt confeſ- 
ſions; either through want of preparation, or- 
want of contrition and true change of. heart, or- 
want of a ſerious reſolution -of amendment; or 
Want of ſincerity ; either becauſe they have 
wilfully concealed their ſins, or affected to diſ- 
| © guiſe them, and to perſuade themſelves they might 
| | paſs them over as trifles. For ſuch as theſe can 
| have no ſecurity for their ſouls; but in a good 
general confeſſion. And in order to perform this 
well, after praying to God to direct them in their 
choice, they ought to betake themſelves to ſome 
| Iu — ra who may not only 
Kelp 
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help chem in making their confeſſiom; but ef. 
fectually put them in the way of a new life; even 
| ſack a life as may bring them to life everlaſting. 

The third condition required for gaining the 
jubilee is, that the faichful, after having tried and 
proved themſelves, and cleared their ſouls from 
the guilt of their ſins, by the virtue and ſacra- 
ment of penance, ſhould worthily receive the 
precious body and blood of Chriſt in che holy 
communion: in order to unite themſelves with 
Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that henceforth they may abide in 
bim, and he in them. St. Jobn vi. 57. Where 
note that children, who have not yet been ad- 

mitted to their firſt communion, may neverthe- 
leſs partake of the grace of the jubilee : becauſe 
their confeſſors are authoriſed to change, i in their” 
regard, the condition of communion into ſome 
other devotion ſuitable to their capacity. 

The fourth condition required for the gaining 
the jubilee is viſiting certain churches, appointed 
by the biſhop, for fifteen days ; and there de- 
voutly praying for” the intentions preſcribed by 
his Holineſs, viz. for the bleſſing and grace of 
God upon the whole ſtate of the catholick church; 
for bringing back all ftraying fouls to the ways 
of unity and truth; for peace between chriſtian 
Princes ; and the general welfare of all chriſtian 
people, both for time and eternity. But as the 
circumſtances of catholicks here will not allow 
them to viſit four different churches for fifteen 
different days, according to what is regularly fe- 
quired in other countries; we are hcenfed to 
8 * theſo viſits, * 
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(x) | 
in ſuch manner, as the ſtate. and condition of 
the faithfuLin this diſtrict will admit of. 28 
| Wherefore inſtead of viſiting four churches for 
fifteen days; and offering up prayers in each of 
them for the intentions above-mentioned ; it is 
allowed in this diftrit, that the faithful, both in 
town and country, may gain the benefit of the 
Jubilee, by viſiting any one chapel, publick or 
Private, for fifteen days, continued or interrupted z 
and employing there at each viſit about half an 
hour in devout prayer for the remiſſion of their 
fins, and the intentions of his Holinefs ſpecified . 
above: and that where the circumſtances of per- 
ſon or place, will not ſuffer them to viſit ſo often 
any chapel or place of worſhip ; they may gain 
the jubilee by performing theſe devotions at home, 
for the like ſpace of fifteen days. It is alſo al- 
lowed that theſe devotions may be reduced and 
abridged in favour of the ſick; or others, who 
cannot perform them; at the diſcretion of their 
' Paſtors or conſeſſors. | N fr 
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As to the particular . prayers to be offered to 
God for the intentions of the jubilee, they are 
left. to every one's choice. They may ſay ſuch 
as ſuit bet with their devotion, the Jitanies, or 
penitential pſalms,or roſary, or any other approved 
| Prayers: or without any form of words may pray 
mentally : only they mult take care to dire&their 
prayers for the intentjons above ſpecified. 

As to the order to be obſerved in performing 
the conditions preſcribed for gaining the jubilee, 
it is left to each one's diſcretion whether they 
wilb make their confeſſion and communion before 


or 


( 1 ) 

or after the other devotions. But it is certainly 
moſt adviſable to begin with repentance and con- 
feſſion; that ſo their prayers, being performed in 
the fate of grace, may be more acceptable to 
God, and beneficial both to themſelves and their 
neighbours. And ſpecial care muſt be taken 
that they be in the ſtate of grace,. at leaſt when 
they are concluding the devotions of the jubilee : 
for otherwiſe they would deprive theguſelves of 
the benefit of it. 

It remains that we ſhould all give ear upon 
this occaſion to the admonition of the Spirit of 
God ſpeaking to us by St. Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 1, 2. 
We exhort you that you receive not the grace of God 
in vain: for he ſaith: In an acceptable time I 
have heard thee : in the day of ſalvation I have. 
helped thee. Behold now is the acceptable time, now 
it the day of ſalvation. It is now that we are all 
ſummoned by the vicegerent of Chriſt, in the 
name of Chriſt himſelf, to turn from all our 
evil ways; and to be converted to the Lord, 
with our whole heart. It is now that all the 
treaſures of heaven are laid open in favour of 
choſe that hearken to theſe ſummons, Now all 
paſtors, preachers and confeſſors are called upon 
to exert themſelves, in preaching true penance, by 
word and example, to all the faithful: now they 
muſt cry out without ceaſing to all ſinners, and 
put them in mind of their manifold debts to 
divine juſtice; and of the judgments which, they 

have reaſon to apprehend, are hanging over their 
heads, and will quickly fall upon them, if they 
do not in a proper manner lay hold of the mercy 
9 25 | offered 
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tia at this time. Now che priefts of 


God muſt proſtrate themſelves before the altar, 


to beg for themſelves, and all the ſouls committed 
to their charge, that penitential ſpirit, which has 
ſo often produced i in the time of jubilees ſo many 
remarkable converſions of ſinners, and ſuch as 
have been atteſted by the change, of their lives. 
Now alſo all the people of God muſt join in 
Prayer for the ſame great end, and beg that 


grace for all the world, that no one may neglect 
or paſs by this time of mercy and ſalvation. 


Thouſands will never have che like opportunity 
again: And thoſe that neglect the preſent offer 


of mercy, have reaſon to apprehend they ſhall 


dearly repent it, when it is too late. 45 
But as the preſent buſineſs: of the jubilee is 


 & true and ſolid converſion of a ſinner to God, 


zn order to diſcharge him of his paſt. debts, and 


ix him in a new life; we have here joined with 


this inſtruction a ſet of meditations, ſuitable to 
that deſign; which may be uſed at this time; 
and either be xgad on the fifteen days that the 


faithful perform their devotions for gaining the 


jubilee, or otherwiſe according to their diſ- 
We ſhall only. add that the faithful ſhould not 


| beet on this occaſion faſting, and alms ac- - 


cording to their ability, from their other per- 


formances. For though theſe are not expreſ- 


ly preſcribed in the grant of this jubilee; 
yet being the regular attendants of penance, and 
moſt powerful caps of 1 mercy, they 
ought not to b < AFL n chis time of penance. 


in which we 
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* order to determine the foul to turn from 7% 
10 God; and to fix her in a happy reſolution, 
of dedicating herſelf henceforward in good 
earneſt to the love and ſervice of of Maler. 
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Begin r y mediation — by, placin yourſelves 

in the preſence of God. Secondly, 9 bowing 
down your ſouls to — and craving mercy for 
all your paſt diſlayalties. I aedly's IP 
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On our firſt beginning. © 


ONSIDER kr, O chriſtian ſou], Fan = 

C not very long ago thou hadſt no being at. 
all; nor any ſhare in the tranſactions of | 

the world; thou waſt not even ſo much as thought 

on by aby creature upon earth. In this low. abyſs 

of nothing thou hadſt been ingulfed from all 

eternity; and there of thyſelf thou muſt have 

remained to all eternity, infinitely beneath the 

condition even of the meaneſt inſect; ſo that 

whatſoever thou haſt now above this mere no- 


| ding is not of ay own 8 but 5 the 
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gift of thy Maker. Down iy with 95 pride 


acknowledge thy origin: ſit always down in the 


loweſt place, even in the centre of thy nothing : 
aſcribe nothing to thyſelf but thy ſins: give the 
whole glory. of all Atte reſt 10 thy Maker. 9 
Conſider ſecondly, who it was that drew: thee. 
out of that deep abyſs of nothing, into this being, 
Which thou now enfoyeſt ? 'who gave thee this 
power of thinking, this life, this will, this me- 
mory, this underſtanding, this ſoul and. body ? 
No other but he that made heaven and earth, 
even the eternal immenſe infinite Diety: And 
how came this _ great God to think of - thee ? 
what did he. ſee in thee that ſhould move him to 


love thee; and +beſtow this being upon thee? 


Q/ it was nothing but his own infinite goodneſs: 
for there could be nothing in thee worthy of his 


love: thou couldſt do him no. ſervice: he ſtood 
| _not in need of thee, O embrace then with all 

the powers of thy ſoul this infinite goodneſs of 
thy God. Give thy whole being to him that 


has given it to thee : dedicate thy whole ſoul de hi 


love and ſervice for time and eternity. 


*  Confider thirdly, that God made thee after 


g his own i image and likeneſs, that he might engage 
thee the more to love him. Tbis image gn | 


likeneſs is in thy ſoul, which is a fpiritual beit 
and in the ſpiritual powers of thy ſoul; thy , dee 


will, Which nothing controuls, and which can be 
—_— with rd leſs than God; ; and thy 


693) 
the contemplation of God himſelf. O let not then 
this noble ſpirit lie any longer groveling in the 
| mire of the earth! Let not this will that was made 
to be à queen, be a ſlave to fleſh and blood. 
Let not this underſtanding, this mind, this thought, | 
that ſnould contemplate heavenly truths, de Mae 
Mt e ee earthly toys. 551 | 
Conclude to be ever humble, by the ſenſe and 
5 of thy on nothing: and to be 
ever grateful to thy Maker, by a conſtant return | 
* * and * "oP; Ave. | 
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:(ox41ven bit, my foul, why thou 
1 cameſt hither? what is thy buſineſs in this 
mortal life? for what end has God made thee? 
upon what errand. has he ſent thee hither ? This 
ſhoald have been the ſubject of thy meditation 
from thy firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon: and 
haſt thou ever yet ſeriouſly thought on it? Thou 
canſt not here plead ignorance : for it was one of 
the firſt things thou waſt taught, that thou waſt 
made for God; and that thou mighteſt know, 
love and ſerve him here, and ſo come to enjoy 
him hereafter i in a happy eternity. 'O how noble, 
how glorious, how bleſſed is this end for Which 
thou waſt made O how good is thy God, who 
has made thee for himſelf and for heaven; and 
has deſigned this * oy all eternity for 


de, 
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Conſider | ſecondly,” that properly ſpeaking 
thou haſt but one buſineſs in life; viz. to anſwer 
this end for which thou waſt made; by dedicat- 
ing thyſelf in good earneſt: to the love and ſer- 
vice of thy Maker. This is that one thing nece/ary, 
(Lake x. 42. If thou apply thyſelf ſeriouſly to 
this great buſineſs, all is well: if thou neglect 
this, all is Joſt; whatever ſucceſs thou mayſt meet 
wich in every thing elſe. O aht vill it profit 
ia man io gain the avhole World, if be hoe his own 
foul, and at the ſame time loſe his Cod, Anda 
happy eternity? O then let all other buſineſs 
be ever ſubordinate, to this: let all that no ways 
conduces to this, be deſpiſed as vain and unpro- 
fitable : and all that is oppoſite to this be avoided 
and rejected as hurtful and pernicious. O wanity 
of vanities, and all is vanity, but the loving God 
and ſerving him alone. Kempis. 

"Confider thirdly, the great blindneſs and = 
of worldlings; who live in a continual forget- 
fulneſs of this their only buſineſs : whoſe purſuits 
_ are after vanities; who weary themſelves like 
$i children in running after butterflies, and catching 
at mere bubles and empty ſhadows; vain 
1 Honours, falſe riches, and momentary pleaſures; 

ö *whilit they neglect eternity. And has not this 
f been hitherto thy caſe, O my ſoul! O be con- 
þ founded then at the thought of thy having been 
| | To ſenſeleſs, ſo wretched ! Deteſt the errors of thy 
7 iy life: and now at leaſt turn to thy God. 
Conclude to, offer thy whole being to him that 
e thee for: himſelf: and to attend for the 
. to thy only buſineſs. Pater. Ae. 
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MEDITATION ul. 3 
On our redemption through Chriſt. 


O N SIDE Rfirt, how man being origi- 
/, nally created in Juſtice and ſanctity, to be 
a — here in grace and innocence, and eternally 
happy hereafter in the enjoyment of his Creator; 
wretchedly fell from God by ſin; forfeited his 
original juſtice, and all the advantages annexed 
to it; and incurred all kind of miſeries; toge- 
ther with a double death, both for time and eter - 
nity. Thus all mankind came to be involved in 
fin and miſery: the underſtanding was blinded, 
the will perverted,. the whole ſoul in diforcer 3 
ſtrangely weak to any thing that is good; and 
violently inclined to evil. Thus we became 
aliens from God, ſlaves to ſatan, fin, and hell 3 
utterly incapable of ourſelves to make one - ſtep 


towards obtaining mercy or grace; and muſt 
have inevitably fallen from one miſery, to another, 


till at length we fell into bell. Ahl. the 
dreadful conſequences of fin! Ah! what ſhould 
we have done if God had not given us a Saviour? 
Conſider ſecondly, the - infinite. goodneſs of | 
God, who without any manner of merit on our- 
ſides (for what could we merit in that wretched 
condition?) has given us his own: Son to, be our 
Saviour; to deliver us from all our+ miſeries; 
to reſcue us from ſatan, ſin, and hell; and to 
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_ us _ you and n {lvation.. 
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O what could God do more to teſtify his infinite 


love? what has not the 8on of God done; what 


5 has he not ſuffered for the love of us? from the 


firſt - moment of his conception in the womb of 
the Virgin, till his ſhedding the laſt drop of his 


flood, and expiring upon the croſs, be bas been 
employed in ſeeking our eternal welfare and in 
loving us. 0 what return wall we Ae for 


this love! 

Conſider thirdly, is God 1 den us in 
giving us his Son: what goods he brings along 
with him to enrich us. He comes to be our 


- Redeemer, our Teacher, our Pattern, our Re- 


pairer; the Father of our ſouls; our Brother ; 
- our Spouſe, and ever faithful Lover. ;, our High 
* Prieft, and our Sacrifice; our Friend agd Phy- 


- ſician'z "our: Advocate and Mediator; our Food, 


our Light; our univerſal Good; the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life of our ſouls. O what im- 
menſe treaſutes he brings with him! and all theſe - 
he deſires to impart to us. And ſhall not we, 
my ſoul; embrace this infinite goodneſs? and 
having all things in our Jeſus deſire nothing out 
'of him? He from the firſt moment of his incar- 


nation was wholly ours: Let us from — mo- 


ment at leaſt be wholly his. 
Conclude, fince by the benefit of your re- 


demption, Chriſt has ranſomed you from your 


ſlavery,” and purchaſed you for himſelf, to behave 


henceforward worthily of ſo great a Redeemer. 


The world, the fleſt and the devil have no title to 
vou Give yourſelves to him, who has bought 
you with the price of his own blood, Pater. Awe. 

| ODD 1 E DIT A- 


erg MEDITATION. 8 
| On our being dedicated to Gad in baptiſm; 


ONSID E R fit, O chriſtian ſoul, how: 
ppi, and holily, thou waſt dedicated 
and conſecrated to God at thy baptiſm. There 
thou waſt waſhed from fin, by virtue of the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt ; and cleanſed by the laver 
of water, in the word of life. There thou waſt 
regenerated, by a new birth in Chriſt ; engrafted 
in him; and made the adopted child of God, 
| There thou waſt conſecrated to be the temple of 
' the Deity. There the Spirit of God took poſ- 
ſeſſion of thee : adorned thee, and enriched, thee 
with all his heavenly gifts and graces. There 
thou waſt made a queen, a fiſter and co 
for Angels; and receivedſt-an indiſputable right 
and title to a never- ending kingdom, with the 
true and living God. O chriſtians, be mindful of 
this dignity, to which you have been advanced 
by your baptiſm. Tea are, fays St. Peter, (1 Pet. 
ii. 9.) 4 choſen generation, a kingly priefibood, & 
" boly nation, a purchaſed people. See then you never 
' degenerate ;. nor forfeit all this glory, and all your 
"happineſs for time an eternity, by wilful fin. 
Conſider ſecondly, the covenant you made with. 
God in baptiſm ; in conſequenee of which God 
received you then into the number of his chil- 
dren, and gave you a title to heaven. You en- 
tered a Ivy ene him; by * you 


4 |  promilee 


(8) 
Promiſed ever to adhere to him; by a firm 10 
conſtant Faith of all his revealed truths; a Kriet 
obedience. to all his commandments; and a per- 
petual ren unciation of the devil, and of all ys 
eworks of darkneſs, and worldly fomps. Has 
your life been agreeable to theſe articles? Have 
you kept this covenant. ? Have you been trye to 
your allegiance ? Have you obſerved y our ſolemn 
vows? Ah! how few can lay their hands up 
their hearts, and ſay they have hot broken theſe 
articles: And yet their al depends upon the 
; obſerving of them. - 

Conſider thirdly, that in your baptifn you vou 
were cloathed wich the robe of i innocence z ; 

a ſtrict injunction to preſerve it, "and. to carry. it 
unſtained. to the judgmient-ſeat. of Chriſt: In 
| token of which a white garment was put u 

you by the miniſter, of God, with theſe words: 

Receive this white. garment,. which thou ſhalt carry 

wit baut ſpot or fiain before the tribunal o „ Ce, 
in eraer, to inherit ewerlaſting life. O — happy 
are thoſe ſouls that ory this zobe of inocence”! 
O how miſerable are th * "loſe it; that caſt, 
it away; that exchange it for the filth of ſin! 

Ard as for thee, my ſoul, what is become of the 
white garment thou haſt received? O how, fllt 

thou dare to appear without it, before the jn 
ment · ſeat of Chriſt? 
Conclude to live up, for the time to > come, to 

- the dignity of .a Chriſtian; and to your baptiſmal 
. engagements; and to repair all paſt mine. 
1 ö Pater Ave. Dr 
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MEDITATION V. 


o, the evil . falling frm Ged h _ 


INSIDER firſt, that of all evils thit 

can defall the ſoul on this fide of hell, there 

s none comparable to the evil' of falling from 
God by wilfal fin, A dreadful and moſt diſmal 
evil indeed, to fall from the ſupreme and infinite 
good, into the very Þottomleſs pit of wretched- 
neſs and miſery. O! call to mind, dear chriſtians, 
out of your former meditations, . that God is your 
firſt beginning, and your laſt end; by whom, 
*and for whom you were created: that all your 
Food and all your happineſs is to be found in 
him: O! remember that the Son of God has 

© purchaſed al} that is good for you, with hig don 
0 and that he has made all 
to you: Remember that you were dedicated 

God in your baptiſm: that your ſouls were 

5 us children of the eternal Father, ſpouſes of 
the eternal Son, temples of the eternal Spirit, 
and heireſſs to an eternal kingdom. But alas! 
in the moment you conſent to mortal fin, all is 
loſt; you fall from your firſt beginning and your 
laſt end: you turn your back upon your univerſal 
good: you forfcit- the grace and ſalvation, pur- p 
"chaſed for you by Jeſus Chriſt : you loſe all the 1 
| glorious titles and prerogatives you received in Wl 
baptiſm: you become from that time forward 
"maſt vik and. III moſt wretched and 
; | miferable 


- 


15 10 ) | 
miſerable, moſt filthy and abominable ; . to 
God, ſlayes to the devil, poſſeſſed by him ; and 
victims of hell. O! dread and fly, on and (gt 
ſo great an evil,. 

onſider, ſecondly, the extravagance, the folly, 


and madneſs of chat ſoul, which: in this manner 


Falls from God: Alas! ſhe exchanges God for the 
devil, grace for ſin, heaven for hell; all her good 
at preſent, and a happy eternity hereafter for a 
. tranſitory toy, a brutiſh- paſſion, . an irkſome 
flavery, a. ſhadow, a bubble, a mere nothing- 
O unhappy ſinner, open thy eyes, and ſee the 


. wretched. bargain thou haſt made ! See how ſtrangely 


thou haſt been deluded 3, to part with thy God, 


and all thy good, for a thing ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo | 
empty, ſo filthy, ſo ſhort, by fooliſh, and miſera- 


ble; and accompanied with ſo much remorſe, 


With fo much danger, and with ſo much falſhood-- 


and deceit, ' O poor ſoul, reflect for once, what. 
thou hatt been, and what thou now art. Thou 


waſt a child of God: thou art now a ſlave of 
ſatan. Thou waſt a favourite of heaven; thou 


art now an enemy. Thou waſt the temple of 
the Deity; thou art now poſſeſſed by the devil. 

Thou waſt moſt beautiful, like an Angel: thou 
art now, ugly and - abominable, like one of the 
| infernal ſpirits. Heaven was thine, God himſelf 
Was thine : thou ſtandeſt now condemned to hell; 
there ig but a hair's | breadth betwixt thee and a 
' miſerable.. eternity. Ah! lament, - weep, and 
- mourn to ſee this unhappy — bewail thy 
res Fly and. madneſs, in ng. wretched. a 


bargain : 


611) 

bargain : and ſpare no pains, to rectify it out of 
hand by a ſpeedy and effectual return to God. 

| Conſider third] 7. the ingratitude, the perfidi- 

ouſneſs, the groſs injury and contempt, the high 


| treaſon againſt the divine Majeſty ; which -the . 


ſoul is guilty of, when ſhe falls from God into 
mortal fin, She is angrateful, beyond all that can 
be expreſſed, by making ſo wretched a return 
to him that gave her her very being; to him that 
loved her from all eternity : that employed his 
whole life upon earth in ſeeking her ſalvation; 
and died upon the croſs for the love of her. She 
is perfidious by breaking her baptiſmal vows. She 
offers an unparalleled / ury to God in turning 
her back upon him, and in preferring fin and 
ſatan, and every empty toy before him. Her 
contempt of his divine Majeſty is manifeſted by 
her defiling his "temple, driving him thence, to 
make room for the devil, and violating his eter- 
nal law: And her high treaſon appears in her 
unnatural rebellion againſt that great king, her 
fighting under the ſtandard of the devil, and 
crucifying the Son of God. O what a dreadful 
complication of all the worlt of evils is found in 
every mortal fin, | 
Conclude thou, my ſoul, to repent, and con- 
feſs all thy paſt guilt in this kind: and fully to 
determine,. come what will come, never more 
to incur ſo great an evil for the future. | 
Pater. Ave. 
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MED ITAT I ON. VI. 
"Os the Beinous enormity of mortal in. 


oN SIDER what a monſter mortal fn is 
C Its, malice is infinite; in as much as it is 
infinitely qppoſite to God, who is infinitely good, * 
5 As none but God himſelf can fully comprehend 
bis wen infinite goodneſs, ſo none but God him- 
4 {elf can! perfectly comprehend the infinite e- 
normity that is found in this oppoſite evil. And 
as God eſſentially loves himſelf with an infinite 
love and cannot ceaſe to love himſelf : ſo be 


eſſentially hates mortal ein with an infinite hatred ; 
and cannot ceaſe to hate it, wherever he ſees it. 
It is a maonſter more. hideous. than hell, more 
filthy and abominable than the devil: ſeeing it 
Was the parent both of hell and the devil: For 
hell was made for mortal ſin; and the devil by 
mortal fin. O dreadful poiſon. that could thus 
in an inſtant change Angels, into devils ! 
dreadful” ſtain that can nouriſh an eternal fire! 
And how has my God. borne with me ſo long 
under ſo many mortal fins? How ſhall I preſume 
to lift up my eyes to heaven after fo much guilt! 
wil. Confider the enormity of mortal ſin from 


now daily, and will to all eternity exerciſe upon 
thoſe that are guilty of it. Witneſs the irrevo- 
cable condamnation of millions of Angels for 


+ 75 1 
s. one 
* 
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f the enormity of ſin, and the hatred God bears 
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one ſin in thought : : witneſs the dreadful conſe-, 


quences, both in time and eternity, of the ſin 
of our firſt parents: witneſs the ſweeping away 
at once all mankind, for ſin, by the waters of 
the deluge: witneſs the fire and brimſtone rained 
down upon Sodom and the neighbouring cities ;. 
and innumerable other particular judgments in- 
flicted on account of ſin; ſuch as plagues, fa- 
mines, wars, fires, earthquakes, ſudden and un- 
provided deaths, &c. witneſs the eternal flames, 


and never-dying worm of hell, to which a juſt 


God, who can puniſh no one beyond what he 
has deſerved, daily condemns thouſands for mortal 
ſin. O dreadful evil which provokes a God, 


Whoſe very nature is goodneſs. and mercy, to 


this eternal indignation ! No wonder then that 
ſin, in the very moment it is committed, makes 
ſuch a diſmal havock in the ſoul: robs it of all 


its treaſures; of all che merit of its paſt good 
works; of all true peace, joy, and comfort; 


* 


deprives it of its true life, which is its God; 
betrays and delivers it up to ſatan, and expoſes 
it every moment to the evident danger of 4 


ſecond and eternal death. Ah! my ſoul, how 
often has this been thy caſe ?, Js it not thy Caſe 


at preſent ? O make haſte while thou haſt time, 


to turn to him, and ſue for his mercy, with an 
humble and contrite heart, who alone can de- 


liver thee from all thy ſins; and all the dreadful 
conſequences of them. | 
- 3. Conſider, that nothing more demonſtrateg 
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4d it, than the conſideration of what the Son of 
God himſelf ſuffered for our fins; and that the 
Juſtice of God would not admit of any lower 
price for our-redemption, or any leſs atonement. 
for our guilt, than the laſt drop of the blood of 
his own Son. Contemplate, my ſoul, this in- 
nocent lamb of God, agonizing in the garden, 
under the load of thy ſms, and bewailing them, 
with tears of blood, guſhing out from all his 
body; ſee him betrayed, apprehended, bound, 
condemned, buffeted, ſpit upon, rent and torn 
with whips and ſcourges ; crowned with ſharp 
thorns, loaded with a rough and heavy croſs, 
and nailed to it for thy ſins: See him bleeding, 
expiring, and dying for thy ſins. And learn 
from hence how heinous thy ſins are in the ſight 
of God; which were not to be expiated but 
with ſo many ſufferings, and ſo much blood of 
his own beloved Son: though every ſuffering of 
his, and every drop of his blood was of infinite 
value, by reaſon of the infinite di gnity of his 
perſon. Surely hell itſelf, with all its dreadful 
and everlaſting torments, does not half ſo much 
declare the hatred God bears to fin, as the fight 
of a God crucified for the expiation of ſin. | 

Conclude utterly to renounce, and abhor all 
mortal ſin for the time to come, more than hell 
itſelf; to fly all the approaches of it, and the 
dangerous company, and other occaſions, that 
may expoſe thee to it: and as for thy paſt guilt, 
to go every day of thy life, in ſpirit, to the feet 
of Chriſt, with Magdalen, there to bewail, and 


MA — 


(15) 
confeſs all thy treaſons and abominations ; and 
to beg to be cleanſed from them all with his 
precious blood. Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION vn. 
On the multitude of our fins. 


ONSIDER, o my foul, how long it 


7 is ſince thou waſt firſt ſo miſerable as to 
fall from God by ſin; and how much thy ſins 
have been multiplied ſince that unhappy hour. 
Alas! didſt thou not, at thy firſt coming to the 
uſe of reaſon, forfeit thy baptiſmal innocence; 
and fall a prey to that helliſh monſter? It was 
thy indiſpenſable duty, in conſequence of thy 
creation, redemption, and baptiſmal engagements, 
as ſoon as thou waſt capable of knowing God. 
to turn towards him, as thy firſt beginning and 
thy laſt end; and to dedicate thyſelf eternally 
to his love and ſervice. But didft not thou rather, 
like Lucifer and his companions, from the firſt 


dawning of thy reaſon, turn thy back upon thy 


God, and prefer thy own irregular inclinations, 
and every toy before him? And what was this 
but joining with, the angels that fell, in their 
rebellion againſt God ? 

2. Confider, how after ſo wretched a begin- 
ning, thou haſt gone on, daily adding fin to fin, 
againſt God, againſt thy neighbour, againſt 


thyſelf; by work, by word, or by defire: ſo 


that not one _ no not one hour, has paſſed, 
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| . frequently offending 'God, by commiſ- 
ſion, or omiſſion. Is it not true, my ſoul, that | 
even from thy childhood, thou waſt given to lies, 
paſſion, and impurity? 101 it not true that even 
then thy thoughts went continually .aſtray from 
God after fooleries and vanities; that thy prayers 
were without attention; thy confaſqns without 
ſincerity, repentance or amendment; and thy 
whole life and converſation without God, or any 
real good. And didſt thou grow any better as 
thou greweſt older? Or didſt thou not rather 
multiply thy ſins; and daily more Ind more 
corrupt, violate, and defile all thy powers and 
faculties, and all thy ſenſes and members with 
repeated offences and treaſons; and ungratefully 
pervert and abuſe all the gifts of God againſt 
the giver. O! paſs over in thy mind (but let 
it ebe in the bitterneſs of thy- foul) all thy years: 
aæd lament and ſee that thy ſins exceed in num- 
ber the hairs of thy head, yea the ſands of the 
ſea: beſides an infinite multitude of hidden ſins 
and ignorances which are removed out of thy 
fight. O! make haſte, now at- leaſt, in this 
time of mercy, to run and waſh. thyſelf clean 


from all thy filth in the . fountains of the wounds 
of thy Saviour, | 


3. Conſider (in order to know better the 55 
boundleſs number of thy ſins) how little thou 
haſt complied, in any part of life, with the great 
duty of loving God with thy whole heart, of 
dedicating thy hours to his ſervice, and directi 
by a pure intention, all thy thoughts, words, 
em, to him: How little reſtraint thou haſt 
put 


(17) 
put upon thy natural inclinations, too tos ſtrongly 
bent on evil; how little guard upon thy roving 
thoughts ; how little attention not to offend in 
words; or give occaſion to ſin in others. Reflect 
alſo how. much of thy precious time thou haſt 
ſquandered away : how many graces thou haſt 
received in vain : how little thou haſt correſpond- 
ed with divine inſpirations :; what uſe thou haft 
made of the talents, with which thou haſt been 


intruſted, and of the ſacraments thou haſt re- 
ceived: how thou haft diſcharged thyſelf of 


the duties of thy ſtate, of thy ſtewardſhip with 
regard to thy worldly ſubſtance, &c: And ſee 
what armies of fins will preſently rife up before 
thy face. and ſtand againſt thee. Beſides that 


ingratitude to all God's benefits, which thou haſt 


been daily guilty of; and which is an aggravating 
circumſtance of all the reſt of thy fins. And 
how wilt thou dare, after fo much guilt, once to 


lift up thy eyes to heaven; or ſo much as to 


name the holy name of God, Which. thou haſt. 


ſo often profaned? 
Conclude, like the penitent Thazr, to have 
; always before thy eyes the multitude and enor- 


mity of thy ſins, and like her to be ever calling, 


for mercy with a contrite and aumble heart. 
5 Fater. av *. 
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MEDITATION vi. 
on the goodneſs of God in waiting for 


N 220 ed [them to return to 
e woes | 


0 NSI 5 E R the * of God's 
goodneſs in his dealings with ſinners. 
See with what patience he bears with them, and 
that very often, for a long time; notwithſtand- 
ing their repeated provocations, their continual 
abuſe, of all his bounty and mercy, and that 
infinite hatred which he always bears to mortal 
ſin, Where ever he ſees it. O, my ſoul, how much 
art. thou indebted to this patience of thy God ; 
in bearing with thee, all theſe years paſt, ever 
ſince thy firſt fall into ſin! Alas! haſt thou not 
all this time been playing upon the brink of that 


dreadful precipice, which eonducts to the bottom- 
leſs pit? haſt thou not been all this while within 
a hair's breadth of a miſerable eternity? Is it 
not true that every night thou haſt gone to bed, 
thou didſt not know but that before the morning 
thou mighteſt find thyſelf in hell ? Millions have, 
fallen into that diſmal dungeon of endleſs wo, 


burning in thoſe unquenchable flames for fewer 
| fins than thou haſt committed. O! bleſſed be ' 
the infinite goodneſs of my God to all eternity; 
and may all his Angels and Saints praiſe and 

glonty 2 for ever; for having endured me ſe 
WY long ; 


whilſt thy God hath ſpared thee ; millions are 


(19) 
long ; for having preſerved me, and continually 


watched over me ; orelſe my ſoul had long hned 
dwelt in hell. 


2. Conſider the many ways by which God 
ſeeks to reclaim ſinners, and to call them home 


to him. Reflect on the remorſes and inward 
reproaches of conſcience with which he viſits 
them; the terrors of his judgments, and the 
allurements of his mercies which he ſets before 
them. See how he is continually calling upon 
them by his word, by his preachers, by good 
books, good examples, and wholeſome admoni- 
tions; and by a number of interior invitations 
and graces. Has he not dealt thus with thee, 
my ſoul, all this time thou haſt been going 
aſtray from him? And what is the meaning of 
all this goodneſs of thy God to ſuch an undeſerv- 
ing, ungrateful and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is 
nothing elſe but his own pure mercy and love, 
in conſideration of the blood of his Son. And 
ſhall not all this love ſoften thy heart, and oblige 
thee now at leaſt to reſolve in good earneſt to 
return to him; left otherwiſe mercy ſo long 
abuſed give place to juſtice : and the land, which 

has been ſo often watered with rain from heaven, 
and ſtill continues to bring forth nothing but : 
thorns and briars, ſhould fall at length under a 
dreadful curſe, and' be condemned to the fire ? 
Heb. v1. : 

3 Conſider what encouragement God gives 

to ſinners, to return to him: As I live, faith the 
Lord, I defire not the death of a finner : but that 
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ze may Be converted from his ways, and may lives. 
O why avill you die, O houſe of Iſrael. Ezech, xxxiii. 
Return to me and live. Chap. xviii. Thou haſt gone 
afiray after many lovers, but return to me, and [ 
will receive thee. Jeremias 111, See with what 

love the good ſhepherd in the goſpel goes after 
the loſt ſheep ; and with what joy he lays it upon 
his ſhoulders, and brings it home to the fold. 
See how the father runs out to meet the prodigal 
child, when he returns home from the huſks 
of the ſwine ; ſee how he embraces him,  cloaths 
him with the beſt robe; and makes a feaſt for 
him. Luke xv. Reflet how the Son of God, 
when here upon earth, treated the penitent 
Magdalen, the thief upon the croſs, and all 
other ſinners that had recourſe to his mercy: 
And how he has declared that there is more joy 
in heaven over one penitent ſinner, than over 
ninety nine juſt. O my ſoul, let us have 
recourſe to this mercy: let us return to ſo good 
a Father, to ſo loving a Saviour: and /let all 
heaven rejoice in our converſion. br 
Conclude to abuſe no longer the merties of 
God, by continuing in ſin; but to return to him 
now, and never to depart from him any. more. 
Pater. Ave. 


\ 
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MEDITATION IX. 
: , On the virtue of 8 


ONSID ER, that penance, in as much 
as it is a virtue by which the ſoul turns 
8 ſin to God, is and always was abſolutely 
neceſſary for every one that is unhappily fallen 
from God by actual ſin; ſo that without it no 
ſuch finner ever did, ever could, or ever ſhall 
find mercy with God. Aut penitendum aut ar- 
dendum. One of the two the ſinner muſt chooſe, 
either penance or hell- fire. For the Son of God 
himſelf has aſſured us that without penance © we 
ſhall all periſh. Luke xiii. 3, 5. Hence it was by 
preaching of penance, and of the bringing forth 
Art hy fruits. of penance, that St. John Baptiſt 
prepared the people for Chriſt, Matt iii. and 
our Lord himſelf opened his miſſion by the ſame 
theme, Matt. iv. This was the great ſubje& of 


the preaching of the prophets, in the old teſta- 


ment; of the apoſtles in the new; and of all 
others, whom God has at any time ſent to 
preach to his people : their commiſſion ever was 
to invite, to call, to preſs ſinners, to turn from 
their evil 2 vey God, by a ſincere converſion 


and penance, |Now this is the great buſineſs of 
this preſent jubilee : this converſion and penance | 


is the very foundation, that muſt be laid, in 
order to receive the benefit of it. O my 
"foul, do not thou negle& this ſolemn call : Let 
not this favourable 6ccalion be loſt to thee: 
: Receive 
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ſervice and love. 
virtue, that makeſt ſo wonderful a change in the 


622) 
Receive not this great grace in wain: It may be 
the laſt of this nature that God will ever favour 
thee with. 5 | 

2. Conſider, that as in mortal ſin there are 
tw great cvils, viz, the turning away from a 


God infinitely good, the very fountain of good- 
neſs and life; and the embracing in his ſtead 
that infernal monſter fin ; by the allurement of 
ſome falſe appearance of worldly honour, intereſt 


or pleaſure: ſo in the vir:ue of penance there 


are two principal ingredients, viz. the turning 


away from fin with horror, deteſtation and 
ſorrow, for having offended a God, infinitely 
good in himſelf, and infinitely good to us ; 
and returning back to God, with a thorough 
change of heart, a ſincere reſolution of a new 


life, and a full determination of dedicating 


the years that remain of life to obedience, 
O happy penance ! O bleſſed 


ſoul; that driveſt away from us the devil and 


ſin; and bringeſt us back t to God! O my ſoul, 
embrace this lovely virtue. 


3. Conſider that another neceſſary, ingredient 


of the virtue of penance, in order to reconcile 


ſuch ſinners to God as have unhappily loſt, by 
mortal ſin, the grace they received at the font, 


is a ſincere and effectual reſolution of making 
ſatisfaction to divine juſtice; by puniſhing their 
ſinful fleſh, and revenging the cauſe of God upon 
their guilty ſelves ; and by that means applying 
to their ſouls the ſatisfa&ion of Chriſt. Hence 


We 
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we read ſo often in the Scriptures, of burning 10 
God with faſting, weeping and mourning ; of doing 
penance in ſackcloth and aſbes, and the like. Hence 
the ancient penitents ſo often went through ſeven, 
ten or fifteen years of rigorous penances for one 
mortal fin. Hence ſo many religious men and 
women, and other true penitents to this day 
addict themſelves, during life, to a: variety of 
penitential exerciſes, in ſatisfaction for their fins. 
For, this deſire of ſatisfying divine juſtice, by 
puniſhing the finner, is inſeparable from that 
hatred and deteſtation.of fin, which is the very 
ſoul of the virtue of penance. O my ſoul, what 
penance haſt thou done for thy manifold crimes ? 
Haſt thou ever yet ſufficiently ſhewed the ſince- 
rity of thy repentance and converfion by bringing 
Forth worthy fruits of penance, O take heed, 
leſt if thou forget this indiſpenſable duty of a 
penitent, thou find one day that thou haſt de- 


ceived thyſelf, and that all thy ſins are ſtill upon 
thee. 


Conclude 10 fee from the wrath to come by 


running now to the virtue of penance, and to 
embrace henceforward a penitential life : to go 


daily in ſpirit to the feet of Chriſt, with Magda- 
len; and there to bewail thy ſins : to offer him 
every day thy heart and ſoul, to be for ever his; 
and not to let a day paſs without offering him 


ſome penitential ſatisfaction for thy paſt offences 
Pater. Ave. 
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MEDITATION X. 
On the ſacrament of penance. 


YO NSIDER that beſides the virtue of 
| penance, the ſinner that has loſt his bap- 
tifmal grace, muſt have. recourſe alſo to the facra. 
ment of penance, as to a plank after ſhipwreck ; 
which is no leſs neceſſary after mortal fin, for 
delivering the ſoul from the ſecond death, than 
baptiſm itſelf is for thoſe that have not yet been 
regenerated by water and the Holy Ghoſt. This 
ſacrament, beſides the virtue of penance, which 
it: ineludes, or preſuppoſes, implies moreover the 
ſinner's confeſſion, and the prieſt's abſolution, 
Pronounced by virtue of a commiſſion from him 
veto whom 40 powver-ts given in heaven and earth; 
and who has been pleaſed to impart this power 
| to his * diſciples and their lawful ſucceſſors :. to 
9 whom he has ſaid, St. John xx. As my Father _ 
44 1 ſent me, ewe n / I fend you, Receive ye the Holy © 
1 Got whoſe fins you, fall forgive, they are forgiven to 
11H them; andewhoſe fins ou ſhall retain, they are retained. 
1. ö Bleſs the Lord, my ſoul, who has been pleaſed 
11K to leave in his church this ſacrament of recon- 


i OY 


1 ciliation; this wholeſome medicine for all thy 

{i Y - difeaſes; this ſalve,” made up with the precious 

— 4 biodd of -Chrift; to heal all thy wounds; this 

pPoeereign reſtorative of life. Reſolve to have 

17K proper recourſe to it at this time of mercy. | 

2. Conſider, that if thou deſireſt to partake 

1 of the grace of the ſacrament of penance, in the 
remiſſion 


ww» 
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remiſſiat of thy ſins; thou muſt take care to be 
duly prepared for this ſacrament, by fervent 
Prayer, by a ſerious and diligent examination 
into the true ſtate of thy conſcience and above 
all by a hearty contrition and ſorrou dor thy ſins s 

joined with a firm reſolution of a new life: This 
is what thou muſt labour to procure as, well by 
fervent and repeated | prayers, as by meditations, 
upon the moſt moving truths: even ſuch as may 
effectually excite in thee both dhe fear, and love 
of God. Without this care in preparation, and 
contrition, inſtead of obtaining the - forgiveneſs 
of thy ſins, thou wilt, be in danger of adding to | 

the ke 5 of them the guilt of -a-moſt grievous 
facrilege, by the abuſe of ſo great a — 
O my God, ſuffer me not to be ſo unhappy. O 2 
forgive me the e J have wa e | 
' heinous a guilt. _> 

3. Conſider, O my ſoul, pat hy confeliions. 
have hitherto been: what: preparation haſt thou 
made for them ? what contrition ,haft. thou carried 
with .thee to this tribunal of ' Jeſus Chriſt ?. Has 
thy heart been ever truly changed.? Has. any 
remarkable amendment of life followed thy con- 
feſſions ? Haſt thou been fincere in accuſing thy- 
ſelf of thy fins? Has not fear of ſhame prevailed 
upon thee to conceal or diſguiſe them ? Has not 
pride or ſelf· love impoſed. upon thee ſo far as to 
make | thee-' ingenious in deceiving thyſelf, 2 | 
perſuading thyſelf that thoſe things were, not. ſins, 
or but 3 which thou waſt * aſhamed 
k £1483 or AR, to leave 7 And. will os x 
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Fulſe conſeience ſtanll its Erdund when desth ſhall 
ſtare thee in che face? will it endure the tribunal 
of an all- ſeeing judge © Confider- alſo whether 
thy- confeſſions" have been accompanied with the 
reſtitution of ill-gotten goods; ſatisfaction for in- 
Juries ;; "reconciliation" with thy enemies; putting 

away from thee the immediate occaſions of thy 
fins ; ſuch as bad company, dangerous familiarities, 
converſation with ſuch perſons as allure thee to evil, 
lewd or profane books, indulging an idle life? Cc. 

Or haſt thou ever ſeriouſly thought of the obliga- 
tion of "theſe things? And yet without a ſerious 
determination to comply out of hand with all theſe 

duties, thy confeſſions were good for —_— ty 
ne were null and ſacrilegious. 

Conclude row at leaſt to reQify all dar 1 been 
Ka: and to prepare thyſelf to make ſuch a con- 
feſſion now as thou wouldſt be glad to make if thou 
ert ſure to appear on the ſame day before the 
+Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. And if, upon advifir 

With thy director, thou find that thets 1 is no 

 vance to be made upon thy paſt eee | 

reſolve now / upon a good general confeſſion, to clear 


up den accounts once for all. 28. Ave. 
* . N 21 


MEDITATION XI. 


05 the evil. of the delay of repentance. 


ONSIDER the dreadful danger. de 

* inner is expoſed to, all the time he re- 
| pains oder we pile of moral fn Alas! the 

| | _ 


' 


as 
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Mord of the divine juſtice, which is infinitely: 


provoked by impenitence; is every moment hang - 
ing oyer his head, and juſt ready to fall upon him: 
the judgments of God threaten him on all ſides 3. 


«hell below opens wide her jaws to deyour him ; che 


devil waits but for the beck of the great Maſter 


of life, and death to. deſtroy him, and carry him 
away: and all chis while be. is hanging over a 


bottomleſs pit of unquenchable fire, ſupported only 
by a. ſlender thread of. a brittle uncertain liſe ; 


Wich is in che hands of that God, whom he has 
made his enemy, and- who has an infinite hatred 


for his fins. Ah! my ſoul, is not this thy, caſe at 
preſent ? O open thy eyes, and ſee the dangers that 
ſurround thee; and make haſte to return to God 


whilſt thou haſt time: or very quickly there will 


be na time for: thee.: Give ear to the admonition 


of the Spirit of God by the mouth of the wiſe man 


(Ecclefrafticus v. 8, 9.) Delay not to be converted io 


the Lord, and defer it not from day to day: for . 
hit wrath avill. come on a fudden';..and in the time 


" of. vengeance. he. will deſtroy thee. Alas has it not 
been ſo with millions? Yea thouſands+ of. millions 


are now burning in hell, who no more deſigned to 


go thither than thou doſt at preſent ; but by put- 


ting off their tepentance and converion, they pro- 
voked God. to cut them off in their ſins; and. to 


' caſt them j into that diſmal pit, - where the Worm ne- 
wer dies, and the fire j is newer extinguiſoed. + ol 
2. Conſider the preſumption the ſinner is guilty 


. of, in wilfully perſilting in fin, upon the confidence - 
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is not at our diſpoſal : we caimot promiſe burſelvey 
one hour ef if. And God" (Who alone is the 
Mlaſter of it) ſo far from Promiſing time to ſuck. 
as defer their repentance, has often declared to 
firmers'that he will not give them the time they 
promiſe chemſelves; but will Come ü upon them A 
of thief in "the "night, whet they leaſt expect lin 
Moch less ein they flatter 'themfelyes 5 thoſe 
preffing calls and gtaces which! they have fo long, 
defpiled, and caſt behind their back, will be Nr | 
at their command: when 'by* their "obſfinacy and | 
impenitente they have bergen their hearts. againſt 
them; and ranivved God at & diſtance from them. 
O finners,” gre ear for once to the wiſdom of God. 
Pfoverh j. U children,” Boub Tong will you love 
chilli, Ef." Becauſe I have alla, and you. 
Leue r= to "hear, 95 have SL Ty out T. 


we? upon you.” Then Pall Fry call 05 me, and 
J uiil act bear, Ac. Give ear te the prophet 
Iſaias, chap: lv. 6. Selb Lord while he may be- 
Hund: call upon him while he i mut "Behold now 
is the acceptable time, | behold notb ts the day of - 
ſalvution. 2 C V. 2. O let us embrace this pre- 
ſent time, this favourable oppettunity, "the laſt rer 
haps that God will offer uns ; 
. Cohſider" the defperate Folly and Wadreſr of 

ſueh as defer their" reconciliation with God to the ' 
end of thei» liſe, wich a fommif deſign ada Lu 10 
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| cheat upon divine juſtice, by indulging themſelves 


in fin all their lie- ume, and then thinking o 
a when they can fin no longer: Unhappy 


wretches ! who will find to their coſt that God is 


not to be mocked. Gal, vi. 6. The general rule is, 
that 20hat a man  ſoweth the ſame ſhall he reap : 


ant as a man lives ſo ſhall he die. The death. bed 


perform habitual ſinners are very little to 
be e e be belt; becauſe a at that 


time are very . unfit for n 
of atrention 30 reading..or meditating the 


traths which may effectually turn their heart from 
the affection of fin to the love of God. But as for 
ſuch as with: a premeditated deſign. pat off their 


B ebenen. to the laſt; it is well if one in ten thouſand 
of them. meets even with the poor chanoe of a death-" 
| bed repentance.” Such preſumptuaus. ſinners, as we 


daily ſce;, either die ſuddenly ; or, are taken out of 


their ; ſenſes beſore they apprehended their danger; 
or flatter themſelves, or are flattered by thofe' about” 
them into 2 Oncrit that they are not dying. when, 
they are: or (which. is the moſt common of a 
as they ſorget God in their life-time, forget 


ſelves at their death. ee anfe Lo + Th 


. 2 


ti judgment is right. Sr * 11 . 
Conclude not to defer even "fr. "ove 35 (much 


leſs till death) thy reconciliation with God; For 


even that day may he thy laſt. Remember that im 
penitence is the high road to perdition: and that 
doch is the unhappy. nature of ſin, when not effaced. 
by a ſpeedy; repentance, that it makes the poor 

— fall eafily again and again, till RG: dontracts a 
- „ ee Arn 
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But it is büt a deluding 
| 0 we oftly Lid and then theſe 
f k 1 nk aft: wah; and leave both their 
b ds, i Yet Empty. he nde ce nen, 
= be in 5 6 how. long 


a VCRs after mere Kad“ deckit? Reflect 
5 chöle that ure os ts ſore 50 3 upon thoſe 
that have enjoyed the moſt that this world ould af. 


ford of the rs,” riches, and pleaſures z nd tell 


e 119 chat in all theſe. things they found 
nothing bit 54e and orxation of Spirit. They 
will joudly "hiflemn their own folly and madne(s 
in ſetting their hearts * tops, to $4: 
of God and their fouls, * : 

2 Conſider 


a 105 | 995 


* 


3 031 5 
200 enſider_ and take, a view 7 thel worldly. & 


idols, theſe honours, theſe riches, theſe pleaſures z. 


and. ſee with what toil they are acquired; with 
what cares and fears they are poſſeſſed: how ealily” 
they. are; loſt ;.. what evils, what ſlavery they ars 
oſten expoled to: how ſhort, how unconſtant they 
are; how) falſe and deceitful; how embittered with. 


gall; how mean and unworthy the affections of 4 


a chriſtian; how far beneath the dignity of an 


immortal ſpirit, made for nothing Jeſs than Gd; 


and how uncapable of giving any folid content or 
ſatisfaction to a heart that can never reſt but in 
its Maker. O how wretchedly miſerable are all 


they who are ſlaves. to things fo baſe, ſo vile, ſo 


filthy, as thoſe; are to which worldlings generally 
facrifice their all! how wretched is that life that is 
all ſpent in weaying cobwebs, in running after - 
butterflies, in Catching at ſhadows, in ſquandering 
away-thoſe, precious hours given to ſecure to the 
ſoul a happy eternity, in drefling out, or pamper- 
ing a carcaſe that muſt quickly be the food of 
worms, in impertinent amuſements, in idle and finful 
converſation, in hearkening to ſcandal, in ſotting in 
taverns or alehouſes, in loitering in coffee-houſes, 
in hanging over a pack of cards, in gazing at a 
ſet of mimicks, cooped up in a play-houſe, and ſuch 
like empty fooleries. Surely ſuch a life muſt be 


* moſt irkſome and tedious, void of all true content, 


joy, peace or comfort here, and of all N of 


bappineſs hereafter. 


3. Conſider how this folly a miſery. of watld- 


the prophet 
n prophet Jula, 


| (32) 

where hie tells them, that they put their truſt 
is that which is a meer nothing; that they ſpeak 

vanities ;. that is, that their whole diſcourſe and 
converſation is empty, fooliſh, and nothing to the 
purpoſe : that they conceive labour, and bring forth 
iniquity : That they are fitting day and night upon 
the eggs of a/þs (moſt poiſonous ſerpents) Which if 
they eat will bring preſent death; and if they hatch, 
will turn out ſerpents and deſtroy them. That all 
their works are but ſpending their bowels in weav- 
ing ſpiders webs, Which can newer clothe them; tin © 
profitable works, fit for nothing but to catch flies: 
that their thoughts and devices are all vain and an- 
profitable ; and their ways lead to deſtruction : that 
they are ſtrangers to the way of peace; that their 
paths are crooked; and there is no Judgment in their 
fleps; and that whoſoever treadeth in them knoweth 
10 peace. Ah! the wretched choice which blind mor- 
tals make, when they turn away from God, after 
cheating vanities, and lying madneſſes. O my ſoul, 
be thou more wiſe? - 

Conclude to deſpiſe the world and all its fool- 

ries; and to turn now at leaſt with all thy 22755 
from vanity to truth. Pater, Ave. 


MEDITATION XL 
On the happineſs of ſerving Cod. 


\ONSIDE R theſe words of the pro- 
phet (Jai. iii.) ſay to the juſt man: It is 
_ And reflect on the many advantages which 


| hl ſhort word abe compriſes and enſures to the 
| juſt, 


633) 2 
Juſt, both for time and eternity Honour, riches, 
and pleaſure; are the things on which the world ſets 
the greateſt value: but they are not to be found 
Where the world ſeeks them, but only in the ſervice 
of God, It is a greater honour to be a ſervant 
of God, than to be the emperor of all the earth. 
What then muſt it be to be his friend and favourite; 
to be his ſpouſe, .to be his child, to be his temple ? 
Can any worldly henours be compared with theſe ? 
How - glorious a dignity is it 'to be heir apparent 
of a heavenly and eternal kingdom: and in the 
mean time during this mortal pilgrimage to walk 
and converſe with God, to be as familiar as one 
pleaſes with this great king, to go into his cloſet 
when we will; to have aſſurance from him of a 
favourable audience, of obtaining all requeſts ? &c. 
How truly honourable to have one's name enrolled 
in the book of life; one's character eſtabliſhed, 
not in the village of this world (which neverthe- 
leſs cannot help admiring and efteeming true vir- 
tue) but in the great city of God, the heavenly je- 
ruſalem? O my ſoul, let ſuch honours as tele be 
the only objects of thy ambition. 

2. Conſider, how rich the juſt man is; not al- 
ways indeed in thoſe worldly poſſeſſions, which 
every accident may take away, and which can 
never ſatisfy the heart; but in treaſures infinitely 
more valuable, of virtue, grace, a and merit, which 


all the money in the world is not ſufficient to 


purchaſe ; and which make the ſoul rich for all 
eternity. But the ſervants of God have a far 
greater treaſure than this, viz God himſelf; whom 


the 
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the whole world cannot take from them, as long 
as they take care not to drive him away by wilful 


ſin. . He is their protector and their reward. ex- 
ceeding great. Gen. xv. He is always with them 
he is a tender father to them; the eye of his 
ſpecial providence is ever upon them; his Angels 
encamp about them, to defend them, and deli- 
ver them from evil. In a word, God is all things 
to them that fear and love him: ſo that even as to 
worldly goods, he never forſakes thoſe that do not 
firſt forſake him. O my ſou], ſee thou ſeck no other 
treaſure but him: fear no Joſs but the. loſing of 
him. If thou haſt him, nothing can make thee 
miſerable : but without him nothing e can make thee 


| happy. 


3. Conſider the pleaſures that attend a virtuous 


life: ſuch as the ſatisſaction, peace and joy of a 


conſcience ;. the, ſenſe that holy ſouls have of 
God's goodneſs and love for them; the experience 
they have of his ſweetneſs in their recollection 


and prayer; the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
aud the raviſhing delights they often find in God, 


as a certain foretaſte of the joys of heaven: the 


camnfortable proſpect of a happy eternity after their 
ſhort mortal pilgrimage : and in fine a bleſſed con- 
formity to the will of God, which ſweetens even 
their very croſſes. Such pleaſures as theſe are far 
beyond all that worldlings can pretend to; plea- 
Cares pure and ſpiritual, Which have hippocted' and 


even given an inexpreſſible joy to the martyrs un- 


der the worſt of their torments ; which have 


ſweetened. all the penitential aulterities of other | 


ſaints; 
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Jaints, and made them think whole nights too 
ort when ſpent with God in prayer. O how great 
ttzen is that error, how pernicious is that deceit, 
by which ſatan perſuades the children of this world, 
that there are no pleaſures in a virtuous life! where- 
as indeed there is no true pleaſure any where elle. 

onclude, ſince thy whole happineſs both for 
time and eternity. depends entirely upon loving and 
ſerving God, to ſer out from this hour in queſt of 
this happineſs, by walking in that beautiful path of 
virtue, which alone can bring thee to it. Pater. Aus. 


MEDITATION XIV. 
On Death. 


1. ONSID E R that thy time here will be 
5 very ſhort. Ah! whoſoever thou art, thou 
muſt quickly be gone from hence into another 
region, a ſtrange and unknown land to thee: and 
thou muſt leave thy worldly friends, thy honours, 
thy riches, and pleaſures all behind thee; and thy 
very body too to be laid under the ground, a prey 
to worms and maggots. 'Then all will be over with 
«thee, as to this world: the ſun will never more 
riſe to thee : thou wilt have no ſhare in the tranſ- 
actions of the world; no man will fear thy diſ- 
Pleaſure, nor court thy favour : thy very beſt friends 
will quickly forget thee. O why then doſt thou 
not think of this? Why doſt thou live as if thou 
wert to be always here? Why doſt thou fooliſhly 
_4magine that death, which is daily carrying off fo. 


J 


3 
| 
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many of thy neighbours, is ſtill at a diſtance 
from thee! 0 be not ſo blind f but give ear to 
the repeated voices of the dead, calling to thee 
from their filent monuments: Remember what 
has befallen us; for in like manner it ſhall be 
with thee: I was our turn yeſterday: it Ran be 
thine to day. | 
vie Conſider, that * canſt die bot once; u 
that upon that one moment of death depends an 
eternity. If thou die, well, it will be well with 
thee for endleſs ages; but if thou die ill, thou 
muſt paſs from death, to a ſecond death, to the 
very extremity of miſery, without end or remedy. 
O how hard it is to do that well, which we can 
do but once; and cannot try or practiſe before- 
hand! O my ſoul, ſee then thou take care to 
ſtud7 well this leſſon! O make it the great 
bufmeſs of thy life to learn to die well! Re- 
member there is no ſecurity againſt an evil death 
but a good life. Every thing elſe leaves thee 
expoſed to ,dreadful uncertainties. Eſpecially 1 
ſince thou art quite in the dark, as to the time, 
and manner, and all the circumſtances of thy 
death; and knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt not 
be ſnatched away, without any help at os _ | 
when thou leaſt expecteſt it. | \ 
3. Conſider the ſeparation which * ** 
between the ſoul and body: and how theſe two 
hitherto individual companions take now quite 
;different ways. The body quickly becomes a 
_ -tvathſome object, which its deareſt friends can 
ſcarce endure; and which haſtens ſo faſt to cor- 
ruption, 


CW) 
- ruption, that they are obliged within a few days 


to ger it out of the houſe, and lay it deep under 
ground, that it may not. infect the air. And 
what company does it meet with there, but 
ſwarms of maggorts and worms? O!] remember, 
man, that thou art duſt, and into dufl thou ſhalt 
return. O reflect what will very quickly be the 
end of this fading beauty of the body which ſo 
often allures thee to fin! But which way does 
the ſoul take when ſhe leaves the body? what 
company does ſhe preſently meet with in the 
region of fpirits? what horrors and terrors at 
the ſight of the devils, and the violent attempts 
thev then make upon her? what dreadful ap- 
; prehenſions of the judgment and the ſentence 
that is immediately to paſs upon her? How gladly 
would ſhe then be rid of that viper's brood of her 
own ſins ; with which ſhe ſees herſelf ſurrounded; 
and which cry aloud for juſtice againſt her? O my ſoul; 
think well on theſe things whilſt thou hatt time: 
and prevent the diſmal conſequences of leavuin 
them to be thought of, when it ſhall be too late. 
Conclude to ſet thy houſe in order now by a 
ſerious examination of the ſtate of thy ſoul and 
and by rectifying all that has hitherto been amiſs, 
by penance, and a new life. O] never venture 


to live one day in that ſtate in which thou wouldft 
not dare to die! ' nk Ave, 


| 
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VE DITATION XV. 
On the ſentiments of the ſoul at the ap- 
vs proaches of death. 


1. ONSIDER how different a judgment 
- AA the ſoul will make of all things, at the 
approaches of death, from that which ſhe is apt 
to make in life: Flow the world will then turn 
upſide down before her eyes. Ah! my ſoul, 
bow wilt thou then deſpiſe all worldly honours 
and preferments, when thou ſhalt ſee thyſelf at 
the brink of 'the grave, where the worms will 
make no diſtinction between the king and the 
beggar! How little account wilt thou then make 
of the praiſe, eſteem or love of men, who now 
will think no more of thee! How wilt thou then 
undervalue thy riches, when thou ſhalt ſee them ſlip- 
ping away from thee, and leaving thee nothing 
© - but a. coffin and a ſhroud ! How deſpicable will 
 .” all, worldly pleaſures appear in thy eyes, which 
& _- at; the beſt could never give thee true ſatisfaction; 
and now ſhew what they are, and turn into ſmoke. 
O let us make the ſame judgment now concerning 
all theſe things as we ſhall do then! let us weigh 
them all in theſe ſcales, and we ſhall not be cheated, 
For why ſhould we fet our affections upon ſuch 
mort - lived ſlippery toys ? why ſhould we admit 
of a love that cannot ſtand the teſt of death? 


— 
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2. Conſider, O my foul, what will then be 
thy ſentiments with regard to thy fins; of which 
thou haſt hitherto perhaps made. but {mall ac- 
count. - O how hideous, how odious. will they 
then appear to thee? how numerous, how enor- 
mous! O what anguiſh! what remorſe! what 
dread ! what confuſion! what deſpair, will in- 
vade a poor finner at that hour, when he ſhall 
ſee before his eyes ſuch armies of fins ſet in 
array gainſt him, appearing all now in their 
own ugly and monſtrous ſhapes, which he had 
never remarked before; and aſſaulting him with 
their united forces! Will he not then begin ſen- 
ſibly to feel the gripes of that never-dying worm, 
which is one of the worlt of the torments of hell? 
Will he not then lementably cry out: 45 the 
ſorrogos f death have encompaſſed me; and the 
perils of hell have found me, Pſalm exiv. On the 
other hand, how beautiful then will the way of 
virtue appear in his eyes! O how will he wiſh 
to have followed that charming - path! But alas! 
time is now no more: He is juſt now launching 
forth, with all his evils, into eternity, an im- 
menſe ocean to whoſe further ſtore the poor 
ſailor can never reach; and which he has ſo 
much reaſon to fear will be to him an eternity 
of wo. O! „et my ſoul die the death of the Juft : 
and let my latter end be like to theirs, Numb. xxili. 
3. Conſider, what will then be the ſentiments 
of the ſoul with regard to the value of fine; 
that precious time which is now ſo prodigally 
Es away. O how will ſhe then wiſh 


14 that 


/ 


| | SF}: | 
that ſhe evil bring back any part of the time 
paſt! what would ſhe not give for one hour of it? 


verily a thouſand worlds, if ſhe were miſtreſs . 


of them. But what will her ſentiments then be 
of the value of grace? How bitterly will ſhe 
regret the neglect of ſo many calls and invita- 


tions of her gracious God; the loſs of ſo many 


favourable opportunities; the abuſe of the ſa- 
craments; the miſemploying ſs many of God's 
gifts and talents? Ah! hew many great, but 
ungrateful truths, will then diſcover themſelves 
to the ſinner ; againft which he had ſhut his*eyes 
before! How will the falſe reafonings of the 
world, the deluſions of his own paſſions, the 
ſubtleties of his ſelf-love, the affected ignorances 


of things he had no mind to know, and all the 
- deceitful pretexts of a falſe conſcience, - forſake 
the ſinner at the approaches of death; and leave 


him in the lurch, at the time of his greateft 
diſtreſs ? BE 4.0 , 
Conclude to take up now thoſe ſentiments 


with relation to all theſe things, that will ſtand 


by thee at the hour of thy death. For why 
ſhouldſt thou any longer ſuffer thyſelf to be the 
dupe of the world, the fleſh, and the devil, and 
give into their impoſtures, to the eternal loſs of 
thy immortal ſoul. Pater. Aue. 
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MEDI TATION XVI. 
On judgment. 


ONSIDER, O my ſoul, that after thy 
departure hence, thou wilt be cited to 
appear at the bar of divine juſtice ; there to 
give an account of thy. whole life; there to be 
tried; in order to be doomed to life, or death 
eternal, accordiug to thy works. And haſt thou 


ever ſeriouſly thought of this great trial; which 


is to decide thy lot for eternity? How ftands 
thy account, if this night thou ſhouldſt be called 
to the bar? It may be thy caſe : for the Son of 
man will come, like a thief in the night; when 
leaſt expected. Take care then to be always 

Ever remember that the eye of him, 
who is then to be thy judge, is now always upon 
thee, and that all thy thoughts, words, and 


actions are daily ſet down. in his great book, 


which will be produced at thy trial. 
2, Conſider all the circumſtances of this * 


ment: what kind of judge thou art to appear 


before: by what law thou. art to be tried: who 
will be thy accuſer; who the witneſſes: - what 


ſentence will be pronounced when the trial is 
over? The jadge is a God from whom nothing 
can be hid: a God whom none can refift: a 
God from whoſe judgment none can appeal: a 
God of infinite purity, in who/e fobt the very 
| ent a are not clean; à God of infinite ſanctity, 
* wha 
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who . iniquity, with an infinite hatred: a 
God infinitely juſt, who has by an eternal decree 
fixed this Juſt rule, that after giving us «ur day 
in this world for obtaining mercy, he will take 
his day in the next life to judge every man ac- 
cording to his cor. The /aw by which we ſhall 
be tried will þe the commandments of God, and 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : Our accu/ers will be- 
the devils, and the accomplices of our crimes; 
eſpecially ſuch as we have drawn into ſin: the 
blood of whoſe fouls will cry out for vengeance 
againſt us: The witneſſes will be our own guilty 
conſiences: And the ſentence will be an un- 
changeable, irrevocable, eternal doom either to 
heaven or hell. O my foul, ſee thou never 
forget theſe truths. Let thy whole life be a 
preparation for this great trial. | 

3. Conſider what an account will be then de- 
manded of thy ſtewardſhip. Thou wilt be ex- 
amined how thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf. of every 
branch of thy duty both in general, and in par- 
ticular, to God, to thy - neighbour, and to thy- 
ſelf? How thou haſt employed thy time > What, 
uſe thou haſt made of the talents God entruſted 
thee with? in what manner thou haſt. corre - 
ſponded with the - graces thou haſt received? 
what profit thou haſt reaped from the ſacraments, 
from the word of God, from the favourable 
circumſtances in which God has placed thee, &c? 
There the whole hiſtory of thy life, all thy 
hidden fins, all thy ſins of commiſſion or. omiſ- 
fion, even to every idle word, and every wat" 


} 
—_— 1 — 
py = — 4 — 
2 = + % 5 
= n 
4 — » 
Cx ounces EY 


— Wy = 


(43) | 

and motion of thy heart, ſhall be expoſed in [| 
their true light. Thy very good works ſhalt | 
be nicely, ſifted, and * weighed, in the unerring 
balance of the ſanQuary: in which the works 
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7 
that are moſt admired by deluded mortals are | i Al 
often found to be of no weight at all. O my 8 
poor ſoul, what ſhalt thou be able to anſwer i" 
under ſo ftrift an examination ? How ſhalt thou i | 
endure the dreadful ſight of ſo many (ins as ſhall 1 


then appear againſt thee? In what wretched 
plight ſhalt thou ſtand before the juſt judge? | 
which way ſhalt thou look for relief or comfort? 38 
Ol enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O' 1 0 
Lord: for no man living ſhall be juſtiſed in thy. | 
ht. | | 
4 Conclude to judge thyſelf now, and condemn 
thyſelf to a life of penance; that the judgment 
of God may ſpare thee hereafter. Make thy- 
ſelf now a proviſion of good works, which may 
ſtand by thee then, when all things elſe ſhalt. Wil 
leave thee. Fellow the advice of him that is 1 
to be thy judge, Lule xxi. 36. Watch ye, praying 
at all times, that you may be accounted worthy to 


| eſcape all theſe things that are ſo come, and flaud, Dy 
tefore the Son of man. Pater. Aue. | 
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MEDITATION Xvi. 


On the great accountin 7 day. 


7. YONSIDER that after many dreadfut 


ſigns and preſages which ſhall cauſe men 
to pine away with fear and anguiſhz-a day ſhall 
come on a ſudden that ſhall put an end to this 
world, and all theſe painted toys that the . world: 
fo much admires, A fire raging like a torrent 
ſhall ſweep off, and conſume all it ſhall find 
upon the whole face of the earth, and reduce 
all to aſhes. Where then, worldlings, will be 
your ſtate and pomp ; your palaces and gardens ;. 
your plate and jewels, your honours, riches, and 
Pleaſures, and whatſoever elſe you ſeem to poſ- 
ſeſs in this dream of your mortal life? Alas! all 
theſe things at laſt muſt end in ſmoke, and 


When you wake you ſhall find nothing in ht 


hands.” P/. Ixxv. O that men would be wiſe, and 
would underfland, and would look forward upon. 
their laſt things. Deut. xxxii. O my ſoul, do 
thou at leaſt learn to be wiſe, and inſtead of 
ſetting thy heart upon theſe worldly bubbles, 
lay up thy treaſure in heaven: there alone it will 
be out of the reach of this laſt fire. | 
2 . Conſider, how at the voice of the Arch. 


angel with the laſt trumpet : Ariſe, ye dead, and 


come judgment; all the children of Adam, 


from the firſt to the laſt, ſhall, by the almighty 


", oa raiſed in an inſtant from death 
to 
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to life: and every ſoul ſhall be united again tb 


its own body, never more to part for eternity. 
But O the immenſe difference between the bodies 
of the juſt, and of the wicked, perfe&ly ſuitable 
- to their reſpective merits! The'one ſhall be more 
bright and glorious than the ſun ; the other moſt 
hideous, loathſome, and abominable. Then all 
this vaſt aſſembly ſhall go forth to meet the great 
judge: and every eye ſhall /ee him, coming down 
from heaven ith great power and majeſiy; armed 
with all the terrors of his juſtice ; and environed 
with all his heavenly legions. Before him ſhall 
be carried the royal ſtandard of his croſs, ſhining 
more bright than the ſun, to the great comfort 
of the good, and the intolerable anguiſh and 
confuſion of the wicked, for having made ſo 
little advantage of the unſpeakable benefit of 


theit redemption. Then, at the command of the 


judge, the good ſhall be in an inſtant ſeparated 
from the bad, and placed at his right hand ; and 
all the bad, with the devils who deceived them, 
ſhall be driven to the left, O! everlaſting (& 
paration, after which theſe two companies 

never meet. And haſt thou, my ſoul, ever well 
conſidered the part thou art to act in this laſt ſcene? 
What proviſion doſt thou make for this great 
appearance? with what eyes couldſt thou look 
upon. the judge? In which of thoſe two com- 


panies doſt thou expect to be placed? O heark- 


en now to the ſummons of the great trumpet 
of the goſpel, calling thee from the death of 


fin to the life of grace: ſecure now to thyſelf a 4 
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part in the fir? reſurrection: keep now thy body 
and ſoul pure from fin: attend continually in ſpirit 
upon him that is to be thy judge; embrace his croſs 
by a penitential life: fly from the midſt of this 
Babylon of the wotld, and its wicked company and 
converſation : and thou ſhalt have nothing to fear 
at that day. 4 | 
3. Confider how mean a figure the grandees, 
the rich, the worldly wiſe, the valiant heroes, the 
celebrated beauties of this world ſhall make in that 
confuſed multitude at the left hand of the judge. What 
Will their ſentiments bethen of all thoſe worldly advan- 
tiges? How will they wiſh a thouſand and a thouſand 
times, they had been always little and contemptible in 
this life, poor, meek, and humble; when they ſhall 
ſee ſuch as theſe, whom heretofore they ſo much 
deſpiſed, now crowned with glory and dignity, 
ſtrength and beauty; and advanced to a kingdom of 
never-ending bliſs? But how inſupportable will the 
confuſion of the wicked be when the books of con- 
ſciences ſhall be laid open; and all the guilt of their 
whole lives expoſed to the publick view of that 
great aſſembly of the whole univerſe; viſible and 
evident to the eyes. of all, both angels and men, 
good and bad? Ah! poor finner, where wilt thou 
then hide thy head ? What ſhame, what anguiſh will 
. oppreſs thee, when all thy crimes and abominations, 
all thy works of darkneſs, which thou imaginedſt 
would never be known, and which perhaps thou 
couldſt not find in thy heart to diſcloſe, even to 
one perſon, tied by all laws te a perpetual ſecrecy, 
fall be diſplayed before thy face, with all their 
8 aggravating 
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Aggravating circumſtances, in this great oonſiſlory 
of the whole univerſe ? But how wilt thou endure 


the angry countenance of the judge? How wilt 
thou bear the juſt reproaches he will then make thee ? 
How wilt thon call upon the mountains to fall 


upon thee, and to hide thee from his wrath, which 


will be as inſupportable to thee as hell itſelf? 
Conclude to take ſuch meaſures now in 2his thy 
day, as may effeQually ſecure thee againſt all this 


ſcene of confuſion and irremediable wo in the day 
of the Lord, Pater. Ave. | 


MEDITATION XVII. 
Or the laſt ſentence of the good and bad, 


ONSIDER chat theſe laſt great aſ- 


ſizes will be concluded by a definitive ſen- 
tence ; by which the juſt, after a glorious rehearſal of 
all their good works, ſhall be called up to a kingdom, 
where ſorrows never enter, and joys never end; 
but the wicked ſhall be condemned to the dungeon 
of everlaſling fire. Give ear, my ſoul, in ſpirit 
to that ſweet and amiable invitation; (which thou 
hopeſt ſhall be. one day thine) by which thy. dear 
Lord ſhall call his ſervants, his friends, and his 
children into the happy manſions of bliſs: Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, take. poſſeſſion of the kingdom 


prepared for you from the (gion ng of the world. 


Matt. xxv. O come from the vale of tears to the 


raviſhing joys of my heavenly paradiſe : come from 
a a tedious baniſhment to your true country, your 


\ bleſſed 
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bleſſed home, in the fair and lovely manſions of 

the eternal Sion. Came, enter into the Jay of your 
Lord; the kingdom prepared far. you, where you 
ſhall find all that poſſibly can he deſired, all united 
together, an univerſal bleſſing for endleſs ages. O 


happy invitation! O my ſoul, do thou aſpire al- 


ways after this happineſs. I hawe Tejaiced, ſaid 
the rayal prophet, P/. cxxi. at the thing that hade 
been faid to me: ws feels go into the. mouſe of - the 
Lord. * 

2. Conſider with "Xt and trembling the dreadful 
ſentence that ſhall paſs upon the wicked. Depart 
From me, you curſed, into everlaſting fire, which was 
prepared for the devil and bis angels, Matt, xxv. 
O weigh well every word of this frightful ſentence, 
Depart, go, be gone. for ever from ae; far from 
the joys of my kingdom, and the ſociety of my 
children, into the place yau have blindly preferred 
before heaven; the darkſome dungeons of hell be- 
low, which were prepared for ſatan and his aſſo- 
ciates, whoſe part you have taken againſt me. O 
terrible excommunication, to be cut off for ever from 
the ſociety of Jeſus Chriſt and his ſaints! O cruel 
divorce; to be eternally ſeparated from God and 
all that is good! O diſmal, and everlaſting baniſh- 
ment from the city of God above into the low 
and horrid region of the ſecond death ! Ah ! wretch- 
es who make ſo little now of lofing your God, by 


mortal fin, what will you then think when you 


ſhall be doomed to this eternal ſeparation from the 
ſource of all good? But whither are you to go 
from him? Alas! into everlaſting fire, there to burn 
as long as God is God, in the company of the de- 


vil and his angels, O dreadful "Oe ! 


- Conbier 


* 
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3. Conſider that terrible univerſal curſe, which 
this ſentence of condemnation involves. Depart 
Jrom me, ye curſed, ſays the ſovereign judge: as if 
he ſhould ſay, You ſhall go from me, but take my 
curse along with you. I would have given you 
my Bliſing; but you would not receive it: a cure 
you have choſen; a cur/e ſhall be your everlaſting 
lot. It ſhall ſtick clofe to you, like 2 garment, which 
you ſhall never put off; it ſhall enter into your 
very bowels; and ſearch into the very marrow of 
your bones. A curſe upon your eyes, never to {ee 
the leaſt glimpſe of comfortable light: a cur/e up- 
on your ears, to hear no other muſick for all eter- 
nity but frightful ſhrieks and groans: à curſe on 
your taſte, to be for ever embittered with the gall of 
dragons :'a curſe on yout (ſmell, to be always 
tormented with the intolerable ſtench of the bot- 
tomleſs pit: a curſe on your feeling, and on all 
the members of your body, to be ever burning and 
never conſume, in a fire that ſhall not be quenched : 
a curſe upon your underſtanding, never to be en- 
lightened with any ray of truth: a curſe upon 
your will, never to attain to any thing that it loves 
and defires,. but always to be bound down 'to what 
it hates and abhors: a curſe upon your memory, 
to be ever revolving, in the bitterneſs of a fruitleſs 
repentance, the folly and vanity of thoſe ſhort-lived 
pleaſures and worldly toys, for which you have 
forfeited heaven : a cur/e upon your conſcience, to 
be ever gnawed by the worm that never dies: a 
curſe upon your whole ſoul, to be a hell to itſelf, 
ever to be torn in pieces with moſt violent paſho 
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( 50) 
ef fury, envy, hatred, and deſpair. Good God |. 
iet it never be my misfortune: to incur this dreadful 
and irrevocable curſe. But ſee how this ſentence is 
no ſooner pronounced, but the earth opens, and 
ſwallows down at once all this wretched multi- 
tude, with the devils that ſeduced them, into the 
loweſt hell: and then the gate is ſhut upon them; 
never, never to be opened. O the fatal conſequen- 
ces of worldly pride! O the diſmal end of carnal 
pleaſures ! 

Cocnlude to turn now to God with thy whole 
heart ; and henceforward to ſtick cloſe to him: fo 
malt thou ſecure to thyſelf a bleſſing at that laſt day. 
Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION XIX. 
On Hell. 


ONSIDER that it will be of no 

{mall ſervice to keep thee from going 
down into hell after death, if thou wilt now, by a 
ſerious meditation, go down thither whilſt thou art 
alive, and take a full view of that wretched place by 
the help of thoſe lights, which the unerring word of 
Gold and the writings of the ſaints will furniſh thee 
with. Theſe will ſhew thee ſome part at leaſt of 
the many miſeries which hell involves. A dying 
« life, or rather a living death: a darkſome pri- 


© ſon, a loathſome dungeon; a binding hand and 


© foot in eternal chains; a land of horror and mi- 
« ſery; a lake of fire and brimſtone : a bottomleſs 
| « pit, 
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pit, devouring flames; a ſerpent ever gnawing; 
a worm that never dies; a body always burning, 
and never conſumed; a feeling always freſh for 
 * ſuffering; a thirſt never extinguiſhed ; perpetual 

« weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth; no 
© other company but devils and damned wretches ; 
all hating and curſing one another; all hating 
and curſing God; ſpirits always in an agony, 
and fick to death; yet never meeting with that 
death, that they ſo much deſire ; caſt forth from 
the face of God, into the land of oblivion ; 
© hated and abhorred by God and his ſaints; 
© having none to comfort them, none to-pity them; 
© wounded to the heart with the ſenſe of loſt hap- 
« pineſs; and oppreſſed with the feeling of preſent 
* miſery. And all theſe ſufferings everlaſting, with- 
'© out the leaſt hope of end, intermiſſion, or re- 
© miſſion. * Such is hell according to the ſcripture, 
and the uniform doctrine of the ſaints. Such is that 
bitter cup of which all the wicked of the earth 
muſt drink, Eſ. Ixxiv. 


2. Conſider, that in hell every vice will mee 
with its peculiar torment. 'There the proud 75 
be debaſed and confounded, and troden under ſoot 
by inſulting devils. There the covetous and the 
lovers of this world ſhall groan under the extre- 
mity of want and miſery: there the laſcivious 
ſhall exchange their dark and filthy pleaſures for 
ſtinking ſulphur and black flames: dons the former 
objects of their luſts, and the partners of their 
crimes, ſhall torture them more than the very de- 
2 vils:. wn the. gluttons and . drunkards ſhall. be 
— | F 2 oppreſſed 


muſick of hell, 
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oppreſſed with an inſupportable hunger and thirſt; 
and ſhall not be able to obtain ſo much as one 
drop of water to cool their tongue. 'There every 
ſenſe ſhall have its hell. The eyes ſhall be con- 
demned to perpetual darkneſs; to a gloomy 
region, where no ſun, no moon, no ftars appear; 
to a diſmal night which knows no morning; to 
a black fire, which affords no light, except it 
be to diſcover to thoſe wretches ſuch objects as 
may ſerve to torment their ſight. The ears ſhall 
there be for ever entertained with the melancholy 
perpetual howlings, groans, and 
ſhrieks, horrible curſes and blaſphemies. And 
ſo of the other ſenſes. Good God! let my poor 
ſoul never experience any part of this miſery. 

3. Conſider, that as among all the bodily 
ſenſes, the feeling is that by which we uſually 
offend the moſt, ſo it is the ſenſe which will 
be the moſt ſeverely tormented in hell, by 


4 dreadful fire kindled by the breath of an 


angry God; a fire that ſhall pierce the damned, 
through nd through, in all their members; 
that ſhall penetrate into all their inward parts; 
and even reach their very ſouls ; a fire that ſhall 


prey upon them for ever, without any intermi il 
ton, and yet never conſume them, nor ſtand in 
need all the while of any other fuel but the 


eternal ſtain of fin. Ah! finners, which of you 


all can abide this devouring fire? which of you 
ean endure eternal burning? If you cannot bear 
to hold your hand in the flames for one quarter 


of a minute; why will you be ſo mad as to 


be eontinually _"—_ _ by fin to the 


evident 


— 
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evident danger of burning for all eternity, both 
body and ſoul, in the mercileſs flames of hell? , 

Conclude, ſeeing thou canſt endure ſo little 
here, to take the moſt effectual means thou art 
able, now whilſt thou haſt time, to keep thyſelf 
from ever coming into this place of torments. 
The fire of hell can burn nothing but wilful ſin. 
Get rid of this enormous evil, and hell ſhall. 
have no hold of thee. Pater. Ave. 


EDIT. AKTION N. 
On the interior pains of hell. 


ONSIDER that the fire of hell, with 

all the reſt of the exterior torments which 
the damned muſt for ever endure in that woful 
place, are terrible indeed; but no ways comparable 
to the interior pains of the ſoul. That pena 
damni, or eternal loſs of God, and of all that 
is good; that perpetual ſenſe of this loſs; and 
that extremity of anguiſh which ever attends it ; 
that rueful remorſe, and perpetual gnawing of 
the worm of conſcience ; that everlaſting rage 
and deſpair, that complication of ſo many other 
racking tortures in the inward powers and facul- 
ties of the ſoul, are, in the judgment- of the di- 
vines, torments incomparably greater than any 
thing that can be ſuffered in the body. OI it 
is true that even here the inward pangs of the 
ſoul are oftentimes more inſupportable than any 
death whatſoever ; how much more will they be | 
ſol „ 
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2. Conſider in particular how much the 


| damned will reſent that moſt dreadful of all 
| evils, viz. their having loſt their God. Alas! 


poor ſinners here, while they lie groveling in the 
mire. of the earth, diverted from the thought of 
God by a thouſand impertinences; and yet 
continually partaking, and that many ways, of 
his fweetneſs and goodneſs, in ſome or other of 
his creatures; have little or no idea of what it 
is abſolutely to loſe God. But the damned, by 


their own woful experience, are convinced, now 


it is too late, that none of all the reſt of the 
torments of hell can be compared with this loſs. 
God is an infinite good in himſelf, and he is the 
inexhauſted /ource of all aur good, and of every 
thing that is any ways good in his creatures : he 
is our wriver/al good. In loſing him then the 


damned have loſt an infinite good ; they have 


loft their firſt beginning, and their laſt end ; by 
whom, and for whom they were created : their 


ſovereign. good, their univerſal good, their im- 


menſe eternal good, the overflowing fountain of 
all good, their true and only felicity. They 


have loſt him totally: they have loſt him irre- 


coverably : they have loſt him eternally. They 
have loſt him in himſelf, they have loſt him in 
themſelves, they have loſt him in all his creatures. 
The lively ſenſe of this irreparable loſs, and of 
all the conſequences of it, continually racks 
their deſpairing ſouls: they cannot turn away 
their thought one moment from it: it gripes 
them with inexpreſſible torments. Which ever 

f / way 
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way they turn to ſeek any one drop of eaſe or 

comfort, in him, or from him, they meet with 
none: all things conſpire againſt them; all 
things tell them they have loſt their God. There. 
is an immenſe gulf between them and him. 
They are nailed down, and kept from him, 
bound faſt in eternal chains: and all the efforts 
of their violent longings after him, only ſerve 
to redouble their miſery. Ah ! ſinners, ſee what 
it is to loſe God eternally: and prevent this laſt 
and worſt of all evils, by taking care not to 
loſe him now by fin. 


3. Conſider that never-dying worm of con- 
ſcience, that perpetually gnaws the ſouls of the 
damned: that moſt bitter, but fruitleſs repent- 
ance ; that eternal remorſe, which, like a poi- 
ſonous ſerpent, makes its way into their very 
vitals, and continually preys upon them. O 
how hateful, how abominable does this monſter 
of mortal ſin now appear in their eyes: more 
ugly and filthy than the very dungeons of hell“ 
How much do they now hate and deteſt their 
own ſouls, which they ſee ſtained and corrupted, 
eternally obſeſſed and poſſeſſed by thouſands of- 
theſe helliſh monſters. Here comes in the me- 
mory. of all their paſt follies ; and of the ſhort- 
neſs and vanity of all thoſe things, for the love 
of which they have forfeited heaven, and ſold 
their ſouls to the devil : Here a diſmal and eter- 
nal regret for their former ſtupidity and mad- 
neſs, whilſt they are perpetually comparing to- 
gether time and eternity, paſt enjoyments and 
wary 
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preſent puniſhments; virtue and vice, heaven, 
and hell: and ever thinking what helps, what 
opportunities they have had in their life, of 
making themſelves eternally happy at a very 
eaſy rate; and how they have neglected them 
and caſt them all behind their backs. 

- Conclude to look well to the whole ſtate of 
thy interior now ; and to make that choice in 
time, which thou wilt be glad to have made in. 
. Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION XXI. 
On a miſerable eternity, 


| ONSIDER, that what above all 
things makes hell intolerable, 1s the eter- 
nity. of its torments. It is this eternity that is 
an infinite aggravation to all and every one of 
them: It is this bitter ingredient, which makes 
every drop of that cup of the divine vengeance, 
of which all the damned are forced. to drink, 
ſo inſupportable. Were there ſo much as the leaſt 
glimpſe of hope, that the miſeries of the damned 
would one day have an end; though it were 
after millions of millions of ages; hell would 
be no longer hell, becauſe it would admit of 
ſome comfort. But for all theſe inexpreſſible 
torments to continue for ever, as long as God 
ſnall be God; without the leaſt hopes of ever 
ſeeing an end of them; Oh! this it is that is 
the greateſt rack of the damned. O Eternity, 
Eternity ! how 1550 do worldlings apprehend 
e thee 
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thee now! How unwilling are they to believe 
thee (notwithſtanding the expreſs declaration of 
God's unerring word) for fear thou ſhouldft put 
a reſtraint upon their vicious inclinations! O 
how terrible wilt thou be to them hereafter, when 
they ſhall ind themſelves ingulfed in thy bottom- 
leſs abyſs ! 

2. Conſider, if one ſhort night ſeems ſo long 
and tedious to a poor ſick man in a burning 
fever; if he toſſes and turns, and no where finds 
reſt ; if he counts every hour, and with ſo much 
impatience longs for the morning ; which yet 
will bring him but little relief or comfort: what 
muſt this dreadful night of eternity be, accom- 
panied with att both the exterior and interior 
pains of hell? No man in his ſenſes would pur- 
chaſe a kingdom at the rate of lying for ten 
years, confined to a ſoft bed, without once com- 
ing off. Ah! what miſery then muſt it be to be 
chained down to a bed of fire, and ſuch a fire 
as that of hell is, with all the reſt of its tor- 
ments, not for ten years only, nor for ten thou- 
ſand times ten years; but for as many hundred 
thouſand millions of ages, as there are drops of 
water in the ocean, or atoms in the air; in a 
word, for a never-ending eternity ? | 

3. Conſider, in order to frame a better idea of 
this miſerable eternity, what an immenſe ſpace 
of time would be required, for any one of the 
damned, if he were to ſhed but one tear in a 
thouſand years, to ſhed tears enough to fill the 
ſea, The world has not yet lafted fix thouſand 

540 years: 
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years: ſo that the firſt of all the damned would 
not have ſhed fix tears. And yet, O dreadful 
eternity] the time will certainly come, when 
any one of thoſe wretches may be able with 
truth to ſay, that at the rate of one tear for a 
thouſand years, he might have ſhed tears enough, 
not only to make a ſea ; but to drown the whole 
world, and to fill up the vaſt ſpace between 
heaven and earth. And, alas ! after theſe mil - 
lions of millions of ages, he ſhall be as far of 
frem the end of his miſery, as he was the firſt 
day he came into that place of wo. Compute 
after this, if thou pleaſeſt, as many hundred 
. thouſand millions of years, as thy thoughts can 
reach to; ſuppoſe, if thou wilt, the whole ſurface 
of the earth to be covered with numeral figures; 
eaſt up if thou canſt this prodigious ſum of years; 
and then multiply it by itſelf, and multiply again 
a ſecond time the product by itſelf; and then 
at the foot of this immenſe ſum, write down, 
Here begins eternity. O terrible Eternity! Is it 
poſſible that they who believe thee, ſhould not 
fear thee ? Is it poſſible that they who fear thee, 
ſhould dare to fin ? 
Conclude to fly and deteſt that monſter fin, 
which leads to 'this miſerable eternity. Waſh 
away now all the ſtains of thy ſoul in the blood 
of the lamb, by the means of repentance and 
confeſſion. - Penitential tears are capable of re- 
ati, thoſe ſtains at preſent, which eternal 


s hereafter ſhall never be able to burn Wy 
Pater, Ave. 


MEDIT A- 
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MEDITATION XXIL 
On Heaven, 


1. ONSID ER, that if God's juſtice be 
ſo terrible with regard to his enemies, 
how much more will his mercy, his goodneſs, 
and his bounty, declare itſelf in favour of his 
friends? What then muſt this bleſſed kingdom of 
heaven be, which in his infinite goodneſs he has 
prepared for his beloved children? which he has 
contrived by his infinite wiſdom, and effected by 
his infinite power, for the manifeſtation of his 
glory, of his riches, and his magnificence; and 
for the entertaining them with an eternal ban- 1 
quet, worthy of ſo great a king: where % A 
fall be for ever inebriated with the plenty of his i 
houſe, and made to drink of the torrent of his plea- 1 
ſure; ſitting down at the head of the fountain of 
life, which is with him, and from him perpetu- 
ally flows into their happy ſouls. This happineſs 
is infinitely beyond all that any mortal eye hath 
ever ſeen, or ear heard, or heart conceived : A 
general and univerſal good, comprizing at once, 
and for ever, all that is good: filling brim- full 
the vaſt capacity of the affections and deſires of 
the ſoul ; and eternally ſecuring from all fear or 
danger of want or change. Y 

2. Conſider the glory and beauty of theſe 
lovely manſions of the heavenly Jeruſalem : 
Which the Scripture, to accommodate itſelf to 
: our 
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our weakneſs, repreſents to us under the kigures 


of ſuch things as we moſt admire here below ; 
when it tells us, that the walls of this city of 
God are of precious ſtones ; and its ſtreets of 


pure and tranſparent gold: that theſe ſtreets are 


watered with the river of the water of life, re- 
ſplendent as chryſtal, flowing from the throne 
of God: and that on the banks of this river, 
on both fides, grows the tree of life. That there 
ſhall be no night, nor any want of ſun or moon ; 
but that God himſelf ſhall be its everlaſting light, 
&c. How glorious are theſe things that are faid 
of thee, O city of God ! But how much more 
glorious are theſe things that are myftically fig- 


nified by theſe figures! But, O the bleſſed inha- 


bitants of this heavenly city ! thoſe millions of 
millions of Angels, Cherubims and Seraphims, 
all on fire with divine love: that immenſe mul 


titude of Saints and Martyrs, and other ſervants 
of God, of both ſexes, gathered out of all na- 
tions, tribes and tongues; and above them all 
. the bleſſed Virgin Mother of God,Queen of Saints 


and Angels: their number is innumerable. 'But. 
who can expreſs the happineſs of enjoying ſuch 
bleſſed company? They are all moſt noble, moſt 
glorious, moſt wiſe, moſt holy : they are all of 


blood royal, all children and heirs of the moſt 
high God; all kings and queens ; ever beauti- 
ful; ever young, crowned with wreaths of im- 


mortal glory, and ſhining more brightly than the 
ſun. Their love for one another is beyond What 
can be conceived : they have all but one heart 


and one foul; and take fuch an inexpreſſible de- 


light 
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light in each other's happineſs, that the joy . 
ſatisfaction of every individual is multiplied to as 
many. fold, as there are bleſſed ſauls and Angels 
in heaven. O Chriſtians, let us aſpire after this 
heavenly Jerufalem ! Let us aſpire after this 
happy ſociety ! O how lovely are thy. taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hoſts? O how does my ſoul 
long after the courts of the living God ! 
3. Conſider, that although this bleſſed king- 
dom abounds with all that can be imagined good 
and delightful ; yet 'there is but one ſovereign | 1 
good, in the enjoyment of which conſiſts the eſ. 
ſential beatitude of the ſoul ; and that 18 God wil 
himſelf ; whom the bleſſed ever ſee face to fag, 
and by the contemplation of his infinite beauty,; 
are quite rayiſhed and ſet on fire with ſeraphick 
flames of eternal love; which by a maſt pure 
and amiable union transforms them in a man- 
ner into God himſelf. He ſurrounds and pene- 
trates them on all ſides with unexpreſſible delight: 
he fills their whole ſouls with his divinity, the 
| overflowing ſource and ocean of all: good: He. 
gives himſelf to be their joy, their treaſure, their. 
never ending bliſs. But O that happy eternity 
which compleats this felicity of the bleſſed !' 
And that infallible ſecurity they enjoy that their 
bliſs is even linkt with God's eternity : and that 
as long as God ſhall be God, they ſhall be happy 
with him in his heavenly kingdom. O my ſou} 
how pleaſant, how delightful it is to look for- 
ward into this immenſe eternity of joys, and 
there to loſe thyſ elf in this moſt Wen proſj- 


& of endleſs ! 
i ” G "conclude * 


So aa * „%. — — — 
— . Oo — 3 
- _ 


1 
- 
” 
© 2 3 * —— — 
22. = "oe Ae 
pe. nah. e 8 * 
- — hc 4 oy lt : 6 Cole 4. 


1} 


my q 


(6) 


Il Conclude to deſpiſe all that is earthly and 
| that paſſes with time ; and from this hour to ſet 
out, and begin thy journey, towards this glori- 
ous, heavenly, and eternal kingdom. There 
thou ſhalt find all that thy heart can deſire: im- 
mortal honours, immenſe riches, pure and eter- 
nal pleaſures. There thou ſhalt meet with beau- 
ties never fading, perpetual health, perpetual 
life, &c. O! this alone is thy true home, the 
land of the living. Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION XXII. 
On the great commandment of divine love. 


ONSI DER thoſe words of the divine 

law. Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God, with 

thy whole heart, and with thy whole foul, and with 
thy evhole mind, and with thy whole flrength, Mork 


i. 30. This ſays 3 39.) ts the 
1 gr cateſt, and the firſi commandment. Tis the great- 
7 'n its dignity, and its excellence; as tending 
directly, and immediately to bring us to God 
himſelf, and to unite us to him by a happy band 
of eternal charity; - *Tis the greateſt in the infi- 
nite advantages it brings to our ſouls ; the ho- 
nour of being friends and favourites of God; 
the treaſures of all other virtues, which ever ac- 
company divine love; the ſatisfaction of taſting 
the ſweetneſs of God and enjoying his company; 
the ridding us of all our ſins, and the perfection 
of all chriſtianity. O my ſoul, embrace then this 
E heavenly 1 law of love: : and bring all thy "om 
an 
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and faculties to bow down before it. Give 
thy will to be for ever a happy ſervant of divine 
love : let this holy fire ever burn in thy heart, 
and conſume all thy earthly and carnal aſſections: 

let thy wnterflanding be ever directed by its 
bright light : let all thy thoughts. and imagina- 
tions be recollected by it; let it guide and influ- 
ence all thy words and aRions. O bleſſed king- 
dom of divine love, when wilt thou come to 
me and take full poſſeſſion of my whole ſoul ? 
2. Conſider, how juſt, how reaſonable, how 
neceſlary it is, that we ſhould love our God with 
our whole heart ; our God who made this heart 
of ours for himſelf, to be the throne of his love ; 
and who will admigof no rival there. To give 
it away from bim is wronging him of what he 
claims by a thouſand titles, tis the height of in- 
juſtice; To divide the heart between him and 
the world, or any creature whatſoever, is a moſt 
unreaſonable and perverſe diviſion : he will ad- 
mit of no partner in his throne. Tis juſt we 
ſh6duld love him with our whole foul; by applying 
and employing all the powers of our ſouls in 
his love: becauſe he made theſe ſouls of ours, 
after his own image and likeneſs, on purpoſe 
that they might be wholly dedicated to his love: 
and he made them in ſuch a manner that nothing 
elſe can content or ſatisfy them. Tis highly juſt . 
we ſhould apply our whole mind to this love, and 
employ our hole frength in his ſervice, becauſe 
he is our firſt beginning, and our laſt end; to 
whom we owe all we have, and all we are; he is 
Ss: our 


7 
4 


e, eur perpetual lover, our perpetual beneſactor; 

1 infinitely good in himſelf, and infinitely good to 

us, O! who art thou my God, and who am I, 

that, thou ſhouldſt thus ſet thy heart upon ſo mean 

a thing? and that thou ſhouldſt chus inſiſt upon 

my loving thee: and threaten me with the worſt 

of evils if I love thee not? would it not be fa- 

your enough to permit thyſelf to be loved by ſs 

inconſiderable a creatute ? would it not be miſe- 

ry enough, it I loved thee not, being not only 
permitted, but commanded to love thee ? 

3. Conſider, what this great commandment 
requires of us, It requires a love of preference, 
by which we are to give t oy woge to God 

before all things elſe ; we Muſt love him above 
all things. Whoſoever loves any thing more 
than him, is not worthy of-him; and is guilty 

of high treaſon againſt him. Whoſoever puts 

his worldly honour, his ſenſual pleaſures, the 
gratifying his paſſions, his own will, his hu- 
mour, his affection to any thing created, or 
even the whole creation in balance with him, 

is not worthy of him; and is guilty of high 
treaſon againſt him. Chriſtians, do we love God 
with this love of preference ; when every punc- 
tilio, of what we call our honour, when every 
petty conſideration of the world, when every 
trifling ſatisfaction takes place of him in our 
hearts? O who is like to God? or who can be 
compared with him? Let him then be the Lord 
and maſter of our affections. Let us love our 
e 
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- friends in him, and our enemies for his * 
and whatever elſe we may lawfully love, let us 
love it with a due ſubordination to him; and for 
his ſake. For he loves God too little; ſays St; 
Auguſtine, who loves any thing elſe with him, 
which he does not love for his ſake. 

Conclude my ſoul to make it the buſineſs of 
thy life, to labour with all thy power to fulfil 
this great commandment. of divine love. And. 
in order thereto. continually beg of God, that he 
would teach thee to love him. None but he 

can impart this heavenly love to thee. \ 

Pater, Ave. 


M K DIT AT ION XXIV. 
On the motives we have to love God. 


l how all things invite us 
to love God: and how all kinds of mo- 
tives conſpire in recommending this love to us, 
and in preſſing and obliging us to it, It is our 
greateſt honour, our greateſt intereſ, our greateſt 
pleaſure, it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both 
Here and hereafter. The love of God here is 
the way. to heaven ; the love of God hereafter 
is the eſſential beatitude of heaven. O! let us 
aſpire then after this blefſed love ; which alone 
can ſatisfy our ſouls; which alone can bring us 
to our ſovereign good; which alone can put us 
in poſſeſſion of all good, even of God himſelf. 
_ God has loved us firſt: he is our ancient lover: =K 
8 3 he : 
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ke is our eternal lover; his thought and heart 
is always upon us: he is a diſintereſted lover: 
a moſt faithful and moſt conftant lover, whoſe 
love never forſakes them that do not firſt forſake 
his love. O let us return him love for love. 
God is our Maker, and our Redeemer : he is 
the beſt of Fathers, the beſt of Friends, the 
ſe ef our ſouls: and ſhall not all theſe titles 
oblige us to love him? Is it poſſible we ſhould 
love any thing elſe comparably to him? e 
2. Conſider how lovely, how amiable God is 
in himſelf, and what infinite' charms. all center 
in him, to command our love. His goodneſs is 
infinite: he is the great and ſovereign good; 
the fountain, the overflowing ocean of all good. 
His mercy is infinite: his bounty is infinite: his 
wiſdom is infinite: his beauty is infinite: it 
raviſhes all that are ſo happy as once to ſee his 
face; ſo that they can never after ceaſe to love 
him. His truth is infinitely charming: all per- 
fections are infinite in him: no tongue can ex- 
preſs, no heart can conceive, the incomprehen- 
fible greatneſs and multitude of his attractions. 
O, my ſoul, let him then, as he is in himſelf, 
be the great object of thy love. Thou loveſt 
goodneſs, beauty, and perfection whereſoever 
thou findeſt i it in his creatures: but all this good 
that is in them, is all ſrom him, and all quite 
diſappears when compared with his goodneſs, 
Bis beauty, and perfection: the whole creation 
dwindles into a mere nothing, when God appears 
in . true light. | 
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3. Confider the benefits, as well general, as 
particular, that we have received, and daily do 
receive from God's infinite goodneſs. He is the 
author of all our good: our very being, our 
whole ſoul and body is his gift. He has pre- 
ſerved us, he has nouriſhed, and cheriſhed us, 
from the firſt moment of our conception to this 
hour: He has watched, over us, with an incom- 
parable love; he has defended us from a thou- 
ſand evils. He has given his Angels a. charge 
over us. He has ſent his own Son from heaven 
for us; to deliver us from fin and hell; and to 
bring all mercy, grace, and ſalvation to us. 
The whole life of the Son of God was employed 
in ſerving us: he ſuffered the very worſt of 
torments ; he ſhed all his precious blood for the 
love of us. He has left with us all manner of 
helps to bring us to his heavenly kingdom : his 
word, his church, his ſacrifice, his ſacraments, 
his body and blood, his graces, his inſpirations, 
&c. He has even then heaped favours upon us, 
and kept us from death and hell, when we were 
his enemies by mortal fin; he has waited for us 
with an infinite patience, he has called us back 
with infinite tenderneſs, he has received'us with 
open arms, when we have returned to him; 
and has mercifully overlooked all our follies, all 
our diſloyalties, all our ingratitudes, and repeated 
treaſons againſt him. Beſides many inſtances of 
-his particular providence, which every one of us 
has met with in ſome part or other of our life. 
_ ſhall not all thefe, and innumerable other 
benefits 
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benefits and favours, oblige us to love him? 
Does not the whole creation; does not heaven 
and earth, and all that is in them, call upon us 
to love that God, who made them all, and made 
them to ſerve us; but made us to love him? 
Conclude to hearken to this univerſal voice by 

which thou art invited to love God: and to have 


always before thy eyes the innumerable motives 
thou haſt to love him. Pater. Ave. 


NME DITAT ION xxv. 


On the means of attaining to the love 
of God. 


7. IONSIDER chat as the deſire of wif- 
| dom is the true beginning of wiſdom ; 

ſo the firſt ſtep to the love of God, which is 
true wiſdom indeed, is an earneſt defire to love 
God. | Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirfl after 
this heavenly juſtice, for they ſhall be filled. Matt. v. 

This defire makes us pray fervently, ſeek in- 
| ceffantly, knock earneſtly at the gate of divine 
love. It makes us riſe early in queſt of this 
. heavenly wiſdom : it makes us glad to part with 
all things elſe, that we may purchaſe this pre- 
Tious pearl; that we may acquire this incom- . 
parable treaſure. He that with this defire aſpires 
after divine love, already begins to poſſeſs what 
he defires : and the more he Teliſhes the ſweet- 
neſs of what. he begins to poſleſs, the more he 
_ after it. So that the great means of 
learning 
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learning to love God, is by repeated deſires and 
acts of love, to taſte, and ſee how ſweet God 
is, and how ſweet a thing it is to-love him. 

2. Confider that divine love will not be found 
by us, nor come and dwell in our ſouls, if we 
e No care to keep our inward houſe clean 
and pure: Bleed are the clean of heart, for they 
all fee Gad. Matt. v. If we entertain in our 
interior diſorderly company; that is, if our heart = 
be ſet upon worldly vanities, upon Mammon, 
upon pleaſure, upon gratifying ourſelves and our 4 
Irregular inclinations : diyine love will not en- 
dure ſuch company: theſe are idols, which muft 
not, which cannot, ſtand in the temple of God: 
our hearts muſt not be divided, if we aſpire 1 
after the kingdom of divine love; which will 
allow of no rival, no uſurper, no rebels in its | 
dominions. The Spouſe of divine love muſt be bi 
a garden encloſed, a fountain ſealed up. 11 
3. Conſider, that the great means of attain- 
ing to the love of God is the exerciſe of men- 
tal prayer, which employs all the powers of 
the ſoul in waiting upon him. Here the me- 
mory repreſents all the motives we have to love 
him: here the underſtanding is taught to know 
him: here the affections of the will are inflamed 
at his preſence. This is the true ſchool of love. 
O my ſoul, let us daily frequent it. Join to 
this great exerciſe of love, a ſpirit of recollec- 
tion; a ſenſe and remembrance of God's pre- 
ſence; a frequent calling back the ſoul to him 
from all her diſtractions and evagations; repeated 
#%, | a aſpirations _ 


„ 
aſpirations and ejaculations of love, walking with 
God, like the ancient Saints; and taking him along 
with us, wherever we are going, and whatever we 
are doing. O how happy is that life that 1 is thus de. 
dicated to divine love! 

Conclude to embrace all the means that may BY 
thee to this happineſs. + Begin now from this hour 
to ſet out inqueſt of this fountain of life ; let no op- 
poſition of earth or hell diſcourage thee, Never 
leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink of this 
' heavenly water, which will become in thee a foun- 

tain. ſpringing up to life everlatiing. Pater. Ave. 


— MEDITATION XXV:. 
On the prafiice and exerciſe of divine love. 


Y\ONSIDER that the love of God is 
a fire which is always in motion, and always: 
tending upwards towards its heavenly element: It 
Expires, and dies, if it lies idle. To keep it 
alive, it muſt then be nouriſhed by frequent acts of 
love: not meer verbal acts, by teihing God that we 
love him, whilſt our heart perhaps is far from him: 
bat by the real exerciſe of the love of God, both 
in onr hearts, and in our works, To fulfil this, we 
muſt not only aſpire after the enjoy ment of God, 
as our ſovereign good, by a love of chaſi concupiſence : 
But we muſt give our whole ſelves, and all things 
elſe to him, as infinitely good in himſelf, by a love 
of ſincere and perfect benevolence. For this is pro- 
perly divine charity, Benevolence is a love by 
which. 
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which we wiſh all manner of good to the perſon 
beloved: a love by which we earneſtly feck and 
procure whatever may be for his honour, intereſt or 
pleaſure: by which we delight in all his 4dvantages ; 
and are concerned at all his loſſes, &. Now to ap- 
ply all this to divine charity : Tis then we make 
acts of the love of benevalence towards God, when 
we deſire, ſeek and procure, as much as lies in us, 
the greater honour and glory of his name; the pro- 
pagation of his kingdom in our own hearts, and 
throughout the whole world; and that all men. may 
know him, love him, and ſerve him: when we re- 
joice at every thing that is agreeable to his holy 
will; and are concerned at every thing that offends 
him. This is the proper exerciſe of the love of 
benevolence: this is divine charity. 
2. Confider that our Lord has taught us the ex. 
erciſe of this divine charity, in the three firſt peti- 
tions of the Lord"; prayer. Here we pray for the 
greater glory of his name: Hallowed be thy name. 
lere we pray that he may reign in all hearts by 
his grace: Thy kingdom come. Here we pray that 
all men upon earth may love and execute his will, 
even as the bleſſed do in heaven: Thy avill be done 
on earth as it is in heaven, But does our heart 
along with our lips, when we recite theſe petitions ? 
Do we fincerely defire, at that time, that all the 
world may know, love and ſerve the true and living 
God: that all his creatures in heaven and earth may 
give perpetual glory to him; that the reign of fin 
may be abaliſhed, and the kingdom of God. may 
take poſſeſſion of all hearts: that none may reſiſt or 
tebel 84 bis orders; but that all may embrace, and 


bow 
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bow down, and adore his will? If ſo, there,is ne 
doubt but we love God. Such as theſe are perfe& 
acts of the love of God. But where a ſoul has no 


ſuch diſpoſitions, ſhe makes no acts of the love of 
God; though ſhe repeats with her lips, ever ſe 
often in the day: O y God I love thee. 


3. Conſider, that one of the moſt perfect ways of 


- exerciſing the love of God, is when we rejoice in 
'him, and in his boundleſs perfeQtions ; when we 
are delighted to think that he is what he is, infinitely 
good, * infinitely holy, infinitely happy, infinitely 
perfect: That he is the ſovereign Lord of all; 


and that nothing can be added to him, becauſe he 
1s every way infinite. O ! what a comfort, what a 
Lug roots what a joy it is to a true lover of God, 
think that whatſoever may come to himſelf, or to 


| — thing in the world, his love at leaſt, whom he 
loves without compariſon more than himſelf and all 


things elſe, will be always infinitely glorious, infi- 


nitely rich, and infinitely happy! Of this kind js the 
love with which the bleſſed in heaven love God: 


an eternal joy in God, and in all the beauties and 


perfections they contemplate in him: this is their 
eternal delight. O my ſoul that it may be thine! 


Conclude thou' to love thy God, not in word only, 


but in deed and in truth. And in order to this, 
ever promote, as much as thou canſt, his glory, his 


praiſe, the intereſts of his kingdom, and the fulfill- 


ing of all his wills; as well in thyſelf, as in all 


others: ever rejoice in him: put thy heart continu- 


ally in his hands: and give thyſelf and all things elſe 


to him a hundred times in the day. Theſe are the 


beſt acts of divine love. Pater. Aue. 


MEDITA-. 
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MEDITATION xxvn. 
On charity to our neighbours. 


ONSIDER that after this #-/ and 


greateſi commandment of loving God avith 
our whole hearts, & c. the next of the divine pre- 
cepts is; Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelF. 
On theſe two commandments ſaith our Lord, 


(Matt. *.) dependeth the whole law and the 


prophets. This love of our neighbours, by 
whom we muſt underſtand all our fellow mortals 


without exception, is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 


without it, though we ſpoke with the tongues of 


men and angels; and had the gift of propheſy; 
and all knowledge of the deepeſt myſteries ; and 
faith enough to remove mountains, we ſhould ſtill 
be nothing : and though we ſhould give our whole 


ſubſtance to the poor, and our bodies to the flames, 


it would profit us nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. This mu- 
tual charity and love for one another was the 


| laſt and moſt preſſing injunction of our dying Lord; 


it was his favourite commandment ; and the badge, 
by which he would have all his followers known 
and di ſtinguiſned. (St. John xii, 34, 35. Ch. xv. 


12 17.) In conſequence of this inj unction, his firſt 


diſciples, the primitive chriſtians, had all but one 


heart and one - ſoul. Acts iv. 32. And his apoſiles 


Peter and Paul both of them inſiſt, that above all 

things, and before all things, we ſhould cultivate 

this mutual love, as the very bond of perfection. 
H 


Coloſ. 
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(Coloſ. iii, 14, 1 Pet. iv. 8;) and the fulfilling of 
the whole law. (Nom. xiii,*g. Gal. v. 14.) And 
St, John the beloved diſciple continually inculcates 
that there is no knowing nor loving God, with- 
out loving our neigttbours and that if this love 
be wanting, we fill abide in death. 1 John iii. 
and iv. O my foul, let us embrace this amiable 
virtue, this favourite virtue of Chriſt, and his ſaints 3 
let us be ever willing to loſe any thing elſe rather 
than to loſe this bleſſed charity. 

2. Conſider that this great commandment of 
loving one another, admits of no exckptions, either 
of nations or opinions: it extends to all men, even 
our moſt inveterate enemies and perſecuters; we 
| cannot be in the ſtate of grace or ſal vatien, if 
there be any one perſon upon earth, whom we ex- 

clude from our love, We are bound by the 004 

commandment of the law, to love every neighbour 
' es ourſeives: we are bound by the new command- 
ment of the Goſpel of Chriſt to love every neigh- - 
bour even as Chriſi has loved us. John xiii. 34. Can 
our love ſtand the teſt of theſe rules? Are our 
thoughts, words and actions in relation to our 

neighbours regulated by the love we commonly 
have for ourſelves ? Do we treat them as we would 
deſire to be treated ourſelves? Are we diſpoſed, to 
part with our own humour; cur own convenience, 
our own inclinations, our pleaſure or ſatis faction, 
for the love of our neighbours, and rather than to 


give them occaſion of grief or ſin? If not, how 
can we pretend that we love them as Chrifl loved 
455 who laid down his very life for the love of us? 
5 3. Conſider 
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3. Conſider that the love, which we owe to 
our neighbours, in conſequence of this great com- 
mandment of mutual charity, is not a carnal, world- 
ly or natural affection, influenced by fleſh and blood, 
or any other conſideration but God. It is a branch 
of that {ame divine charity, by which we love God 
for his own goodneſs ſake: it ſprings from the 
ſame root, it has the ſelf- ſame motive: no other 
love of our neighbours can be called charity, but 
that which makes us love them in God, and for 
God's fake, Do we love our neighbours after this 
manner ? Do we love the image of God in them ? 
Do we confider them as redeemed. by. the 
blood of Chriſt ? Do we love them for God's fake, 
and becauſe it is his holy will and commandment? 
Do we love them in order to God and a happy 
eternity? This is charity indeed. But then we 
muſt ſhew forth this charity towards our neighbours, - 
not by word and by tongue, but in deed and in truth ; by 
exerciſing in their favour all the works of mercy, 
bath corporal and ſpiritual, with a pure intention : 
and more eſpecially by procuring, by all means in 
our power, and continually praying for their true 
and everlaſting welfare. | 

Conclude to walk henceforth in the bleſſed paths 
of charity. If thou pretend to go to heaven by any 
other road, thou wilt certainly miſs thy way, 


H 2 MEDITA- 
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MEDITAT 10 N xXVIII. 
On the great pattern of charily. 


ONSIDER how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
has given us himſelf for a pattern of cha- 
rity, in the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke x.) 
He himſelf came down in perſon from his throne 
above to fave poor man who had fallen among 
the infernal robbers, and was ſtript by them of all 
grace, and grievoully wounded in all his faculties, | 
He was the good ſhepherd that came down. to ſeek 
the loſt ſheep. Here we diſcover the infinite 
charity both of the Father and of the Son. By 
this hath the charity of God appeared towards us, 
ſays the beloved diſciple, becauſe Gad hath ſent 
bis only begotten Son into the world, that we may 
live by him. In this is charity; not as though 
abe had loved God, but becauſe he hath firſt loved 
1, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation for 
our fins. 1 John iv. 9. 10. The whole life of Chriſt 
was one continual exerciſe of divine charity in both, 
its branches. From the firſt moment of his con- 
ception, in the womb of his bleſſed mother, till his 
expiring upon the croſs, his ſoul was ever employed 
in adoring, gloritying, bleſſing and loving his 
| heavenly Father; and in offcring himſelf to all 
his wills: the doing the will of him that ſent him 
was his very food. Fohr iv. 34. And for the love 
of his Father, and becauſe it was his Father's will, 
he alio ſpent his whole life in the love of us; 
ever 
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ever thinking on us, praying for us; and labouring”. | 


for our eternal ſalvation. O! let all heaven a 
earth extoll this his charity unto all eternity. 
2. Conſider the charity which the ſon of God 
hath ſhewed to us poor ſinners in his paſſion and 
death. Contemplate, O my ſoul, what a bitter 
agony, what a mortal anguiſh, what a bloody ſweat, 
he endured for the love of thee, in the garded 
of Gethſemani: how he there bewailed thy fins 
with tears of blood. See how he was fold, and 
betrayed by one of his own diſciples, denied by 
Peter, and forſaken by all the reſt for the love of 
| thee. How he was apprehended as a malefactor, 
bound, beaten and abuſed;. falfly accuſed, unjuſtly 
condemned; muffled, ſpit upon, and loaded with 
all manner of reproaches and injuries for the love 
of thee. How he was expoſed to the inſolencies 
of an inſulting mob; cloathed in a fool's garment; 
and ſuffered a Barrabas to be preferred before him 
for the love of thee. How he was rent and torn 
with whips and ſcourges ; crowned with thorns; 
derided as a mock king; inſulted and buffeted by a 
whole regiment of ſoldiers for the - love of thee. 


How he was condemned to the moſt diſgraceful and 


moſt cruel of deaths; how he was obliged to bear 


a rough and heavy croſs upon his wounded ſhoulders ; - 


how he was drenched with gall and vinegar ; how 
he was violently ſtript of his cloaths (which now 
ſtuck fait to his wounds) how he was entended on 
the croſs as on a rack; how he was nailed to it 
with groſs nails, driven through his hands and feet ; 


and hoiſted up into the air for the love of thee. 


H 3 _ How- 
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| How he was pleaſed to hang there between two 


thieves for the ſpace of three hours, in moſt bitter 
anguiſh and torments, bleeding and dying for the 
love of thee. Ah! how much have thy fins coſt 
this innocent lamb of God! Ah how dearly has he 
loved thee ! In the midit of all his tortures, he had 
thee in his heart, and even then was pleading thy 
cauſe with his rtl Father, and purchaſing mercy, 
grace and ſalvation for, thee, when thy ſins were 
crucifying him. 

3. Conſider that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortal 
life; and loved us even unto death, by laying down 
his life for the love of us : but he has carried his 
love for us beyond the bounds of death, in an ad- 


mirable legacy of love, which he bequeathed us 


the night before bis paſſion, by means of which he 
remains always with us, in the divine myſteries, 
Here he feeds our ſouls with his precious body 
and blood. Here he unites us to himſelf in ſuch a 
manner, that he abideth in us and we in him; and 


that we live by him. Jobn vi. Here he is a ſource | 
of all grace to our ſouls: the tree of life, the 


fountain of life and love, the manna of heaven, 
for the' ſupport of our pilgrimage till we come ta 
the true land of promiſe : where he will give him- 
felf to us for all eternity. O infinite love! O with 
what reaſon does the church ſing in one of her 
ſacred hymns, Se naſcens dedit ſocium & c. In his 
birth he gave us himſelf to be our companion; at 
his laſt ſupper to be our food; in his death to be 
our ranſom ; and in his heavenly kingdom to be our 


reward and everlaſting happineſs, 1 
Conclude 


(79) 
Conclude to follow always this great pattern of 
love : and to give thyſelf wholly to _F whe ſo 
many N yes himſelf to thee. 


MEDITATION XXIX. 


On fighting under the fttandard of Feſus 
„ 77 


ONSIDER that there are upon earth, 
and have been all along, two oppoſite king- 
doms ; two oppoſite intereſts ; two oppoſite. cities, 
Jeruſalem and Babylon, the city of God, and the 
city of the devil; two oppoſite ſtandards, that of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that of ſatan. From the time 
that man unhappily fell from God by ſin, ſatan ſet 
up his tyrannical uſarpaticn : which he has, by all 
kind of ſubtleties and lies, endeavoured to maintain 
ever ſince : by alluripg poor deluded mortals with 
the glittering ſhew of worldly pomps, riches, and 
pleaſures to become his ſlaves, and to fight under 
his ſtandard. And ah! how unhappily has he pre- 
vailed over millions! what multitudes join with him 
againſt their God! How is this bare Babylon 
ſpread over all the earth ! 


2. Conſider that Jeſus Chriſt came into this world 
to ſet up his ſtandard in oppoſition to the ſtandard. 
of ſatan: and to invite all men to follow him, 
promiſing to reſcue his followers from all their evils, 
and to impart to them all his good. They that 
ſeriouſly correſpond with his call, and join his royal 
n make up the city of God, the bleſſed 


Jeruſalem, 


- - — 
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Jeruſalem, the church of the Caints. But ſee 
now the immenſe difference between theſe two 
oppoſite cities, and their inhabitants: how hap- 
py the one, and how miſerable the other. 
The children of Babylon are miſerable indeed; they 
are ſlaves to paſſions that can never be ſatisfied, to a 
world, that can never becontented, to infernal tyrants 
that are continually dragging them along with them 
towards hell: they are ſlaves to empty vanities, 
to childiſh toys, and lying follies ; labouring under 
a variety of fears, cares, ſorrows, uneaſineſſes, and 
innumerable other evils ; without enjoying ſo much 
as any one ſolid or laſting ſatis faction. But, O how 
happy are the children of Jeruſalem even here! 
What joy, what peace and content, what comfort 
and pure pleaſure in the ſoul, are commonly their 
portion even in this life; and heaven in the next? 
And ſhalt thou, my ſoul, ſtand one moment to de- 
liberate which of the two thou wilt chooſe; the 
ſtandard of Chriſt, or that of ſatan; Jeruſalem or 
Babylon ; good or evil; verity or vanity ; truth or 
deceit ; happineſs or miſery ; heaven or hell? 


' 3- Conſider that the great deſign of all the fore- 
going meditations is to fix thee in the happy choice 
of following the ſtandard of Jeſus Chriſt, They 
all conſpire to bring thee to this. Thy firſt begin. 

ning, and thy laſt end; thy creation and thy redemp- 
tion through Chriſt ; thy being dedicated to him in 
baptiſm; the happineſs that 1s found in virtue, and 
the miſery in vice ; all the benefits of God; and 
his goodneſs in bearing with thee in thy fins : all 
the conſiderations on the four laſt things, and on the 


— | | love 
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love of God; all theſe call upon thee, all preſs 
thee to flee away from the ſlavery and captivity of 
Babylon, and to haſten to Jeruſalem ; to leave ſatan, 
and to come to Chriſt. Turn then, O my ſoul, 
turn away from this Babel of confuſion, noiſe and 
diſorder : break her chains from off thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Sion. Renounce for good andall 
the king of pride ; the tyrant that has uſurped to 
himſelf the dominion over this world, and its de- 
luded admirers : renounce his works and pomps, to- 
gether with his aſſociates, Mammon, Aſmodeus, 
and all the princes of darkneſs, and all their ſlaves ; 
and turn thyſelf to the bleſſed Feruſalem, the city 
of peace ; and embrace the king of- peace, and his 
glorious ſtandard, with all thy heart: chooſe him 
for thy king for ever, pay him irrevocable ho- 
mage: and promiſe him inviolable fidelity and obe- 
dience, PE 4, 

Conclude, fince thou haſt now choſen Jeſus Chriſt 
to be thy king, to fight manfully, unto death, un- 
der his royal ſtandard of the croſs, againſt his aud 
thy enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil. In 
order to this, learn well thy exerciſe of prayer: and 

the rules of the goſpel, the military diſcipline which 
he has fixed for his ſoldiers. Pater. Ave. | 
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MEDITATION XXX. 
On the rules preſcribed by- Feſus Cbriſt 


to his followers. 
1. NONSIDER the laws of the military diſ- 


that deſire to be his ſoldiers, Matt. xvi. 24. any 
man auill come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs, and follow me. The obſervance of 
theſe three articles makes a compleat ſoldier of Chriſt. 
We muſt renounce ourſelves: we muſt bear our 
croſſes ; and we muſt walk in the footſteps of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The corruption of man by ſin; the wounds 
that fin has leſt in all the faculties of the ſoul; the 
violence of our diſorderly paſſions, and the bent of 
our natural inclinations to evil, infer a neceſſity of 
renouncing ourſelves, of fighting againſt ourſelves, 
(i of hating our natural inclinations, if we hope to be 
& Happy, either here or hereafter. We have not a 
more dangerous enemy than ourſelves ; the devil 
bimſelf cannot hurt us half ſo much as we hurt our- 
ſelves when we follow our own will, and indulge. 

: Our own inclinations. This then is the firſt article of 
the diſcipline of }eſus Chriſt, in oppoſition to our 
unhappy ſe f. love, the root of all our evils, and its 
three principal branches, the laſt of the fleſh, the 
' Buſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, The Son of 


holy warfare. The humility, the poverty, the 
voluntary ſufferings of his birth, of his life, and of 
his death, were ail level le d againſt theſe enemies. 


cipline preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, to all 


God came down from heaven to engage us in this. 


2. Conſider | 
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2. Conſider that the ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
 fand to his colours; he muſt not run from the 
croſs, He muſt bear and forbear; he muſt endure 
many conflicts; he muſt patiently ſubmit to, and 
_ gaurageouſly go through the trials and hardſhips of 
this ſhort campaign of his mortal life. He muſt not- 
pretend to fare better than his captain and his king, 
All ſufferings and hardſhips appear as nothing to a 
brave ſoldier when he is following his prince, and is 
happy in his company. The chriſtian ſoldier then 
mult be willing to carry his croſs after Jeſus Chriit 
who opened heaven to us, by the croſs, and con- 
ducts his ſoldiers thither by the way of the croſs. 
Embrace then, O my ſoul, this happy inſtrument 
of thy ſalvation ; in which, if thou beareſt it in a 
proper manner, thou wilt find an inexhauſtible 
ſource of grace and comfort. Embrace the holy 
will of God, which lays the croſs upon thee, to 
bring thee to himſelf, He knows what is beſt for 
- thee: becauſe he is infinitely wife : and he ſends thee 
what he knows is for the beſt; becauſe he is infi- 
nitely good, and good to thee. Thou canſt not be 
in a ſafer or better 'way than in the way of the 
croſs ; by which Jeſus Chritt, and all his ſaints have 
- gone to heaven. Even in this life, the true ſoldierg 
of Chriſt find greater ſweetneſs in the croſs, than in 
all the pleaſures of this world. | 


3. Conſider that the ſoldiers of Chriſt are called, 
as his firſt diſciples were, to follow him ; that is, to 
walk in his footſteps, by an imitation of his life, 
He came down from heaven to be our teacher and 
our model, tis the great duty of all that defire to 
e belong 
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belong to him, to copy after his bleſſed original, and 
to ſhew forth in themſelves the life of Jeſus Chriſt. 
To learn of him to be meek and humble of heart. To 
learn of him poverty of ſpirit, a contempt of the 
honours, riches and pleaſures of this world, and a 
diſengagement of the heart from all earthly things. 
Jo learn of him a horror for ſin, and an obedience 
even unto death. In fine, to learn of him a per- 
petual conformity to the will of God, and an un- 
bounded charity to every neighbour. Such was the 
life of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch muſt the life of 
all his ſoldiers be. 

Conclude to "embrace this diſcipline of Jeſus - 
Chriſt, in all its parts, which he came down from 
heaven to teach : and henceforward to renounce all 
ungodlineſs and worldly deſires, (Titus ii. 12, &c.) 
and to live faberly, and juſtly, and godly, in this 
cord; | looking for the bleſſed hope, and glorious 
coming of the great God, and our Saviour Fejus 
Chrift 5 æobo gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem ut from all iniquity, and might cleanſe us to 
himſelf a people acceptable, a Purſuer of good Works, 


Pater, Ave. 


A PRAYER 


A PRAYER 


Of a penitent ſinner for the remiſſion of 


„ 


0 Alinighty and everlaſting God, who haft 


created me to thy own image and likeneſs, 
and redeemed me by the precious blood of thy. 
only Son : who haft thought on me, and loved me 


from all eternity ; and out of pure love prepared 


a heaven for me ; with all the neceſſary means 
to bring me thither * : who haſt borne with me, 
for ſo long a time, in my repeated offences and 


treaſons againſt thee; haſt ſtill continued, with 


infinite goodneſs and mercy, 'to call, to invite, 


to preſs me to return to thee ; notwithſtanding. 
all my monſtrous ingratitude to thee, and my 
contempt of all thy graces: Behold I now defire, - 
with my whole heart, to quit 'theſe huſks of 


ſwine, which have kept me ſo long at a diſtance 


from thy houſe, my true home; and to come 
back to thee: to obey the ſummons which thou 
haſt now been pleaſed to ſend me; and to con- 


feſs, and deteſt all my ſins in thy preſence; in 
hopes of finding mercy at this time of mercy. 


I defire now to come before thee, though in- 
fnitely unworthy, in the ſpirit of humility, and 
| I 


with 
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giveneſs of all my ſins. 
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with a contrite heart; and to make at thy feet a 
general confeſſion of all my fins. I acknow- 


ledge chat from my firſt coming to the uſe of 


reaſon, to this very hour, my whole life has 
been nothing but fin and miſery. Alas! I loſt 
thee, I turned my back upon thee, I ſhamefully 
preferred worthleſs toys before thee, even from 
the very time I was firſt capable of knowing 
and loving thee I I have very ſeldom thought of 
I have daily and hourly many ways 
broken thy commandments. Good God! what 
muſt then become of this poor. wretch in the 
day of thy judgment: this wretch whoſe known 
and unknown ſins are without number; and who 
has done ſo very little good, to put in the ſcales 
to counter - balance ſo much evil? 

Muſt I then deſpair of thy mercy? muſt I 
give up the cauſe, and abandon myſelf to ſatan, - 
fin and hell? No, my God; may thy infinite 
goodneſs forbid, I ſhould fall into that bottom 


| leſs pit, where none ſhall eyer confeſs to thee. 
My i iniquities are great, it is true: but thy good - 
neſs, thy mercy, thy power 1s {till greater; Thou 

haſt declared; it is not thy will the ſinner ſhould 


periſh ; but that he ſhould be converted and live: 
Thou haſt declared, there is more joy in thy 
heavenly court, over one penitent ſinner, than 


Thy Son has ſhed his 
blood for me, to eig for me a full for- 


Here is my hope: this 


mercy T lay hold on; and nothing ſhall make 
me yu my hold. I know the worlt of ſinners 
| have 


HA. 


(87) 
have been cleanſed from all their filth, in this 
ſovereign bath. Should my. caſe be even worſe 
than the worſt, of theirs; the mercy and grace 
3 my God, and the virtue of the precious 
blood of my Redeemer is abundantly ſuſſicient, 
and will appear the more illuftrious in my cure. 

O infinite goodneſs, who haſt endured me for 
ſo many years, fince I firſt fell from thee by fin: 
| Who haſt kept me all this while from falling inte 
| hell; and haſt continually cheriſhed me with in- 

numerable favours, and graces : behold me now 
Proſtrate at thy feet, accuſing myſelf of my 
crimes, and imploring thy mercy. I am that ; 
prodigal-child, that have gone away into a fix | 
country from thee, and have ſquandered away | 
all the ſubſtance thou gaveſt me; I have made | 
myſelf a ſlave to the devil, who has ſet me to 
feed his ſwine, even my own brutiſſi paſſions, 
and ſenſual inclinations ; I have ſought, but 
ſought, alas ! in vain, to ſatisfy my craving ap- 
petite with their huſks : but now being made 
ſenſible of my miſery; and being wearied with 
my own evil ways, I come back to thee. I 
acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be received 
in the quality of-thy child, all J crave is thy 
mercy in the forgiveneſs of my. manifold treaſons: 
I dare not lift up my eyes to thee: I dare not 
aſk for the nated place in thy family. I ind 
myſelf quite. loaded, and oppreſſed, with the 
enormous weight of my ſins. If I conſider my 
_ own deſerts, I ean look for nothing but hell; 
which L have. deſerved a thouſand and a thou- 
3 ä ſand 
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ſand times. I now hate and deteſt my evil ways, 
I abhor myſelf for having been ſo wicked and 
ungratefu} to thee. I have even crucified thy 
Son, my divine lover, over and over again, by 
my fins. But, O thou fountain of mercy, have 
pity and compaſſion on this miſerable wretch. 
Look not upon my fins, but upon the bowels of 
thy tender mercy, and the merits of my Re- 
deemer. Look upon the face of thy Chriſt; and 
upon all he has done and ſuffered for poor ſin- 
ners. O merey, mercy, mercy,” through that 
blood, which he ſhed for me in his agony in 
the garden of Gethſemani; through that blood 
he ſhed for me, when he was rent and torn 
with ſcourges, and erowned with thorns; through 
that blood he ſhed for me upon the croſs. Grant 
this mercy,” which he then aſked for me, when 
he was bleeding and dying for me; and which 
he now implores fitting at thy right hand, where 
he is ſtill the advocate of ſinners.” Hear alſo the 
prayers of thy holy church, ſpread throughout 
the whole earth, which ſhe now offers ih hiw 
name, and through his merits, imploring thy 
mercy at this time, for all her children, of which 
I am the moſt unworthy. Hear the prayers of 
the bleſſed. Virgin, and of the whole church of 
heaven, whom I humbly beſeech to be joint 
2 with the church upon earth, to obtain 

ercy for me and all poor ſinners; chrou h the 
fame Jeſus'Chriſt thy Son. 
And turning myſelf to thee, my deareſt Jeſus; 
75 3 * * advocate, the great high 
prieſt 


nf 
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prieſt of God and man, the paſtor” and biſhop 
of our ſouls,” I beg of thee, t Whom all 1905 
is given in heaven and earth, pardon, abſolution, 
and full remiſſion of all my ſins- I am heartily 
ſorry for all my offences: I. deſire to lay them 
all down at thy feet, to be cancelled by thy 
precious blood: I wiſh with all my ſoul 1 had 
never offended thy infinite goodneſs: I wiſh 1 
could waſh Pe feet, 2 Magdalen, with peni- 
tential tears. 

my ſins even wk tears of blood. een 
thy grace rather to, die, than. to commit the like 
any more. 1 reſolve to make the beſt Tatisfac- 
tion I am able, by bringing forth Werchy finits 
of penance, O diſcharge me this once from. 
the | diſmal load of che guilt"of my er —_— 
O releaſe all the bands that may 178 my 
from thee, and chy heavenly ki : "and 
then, as to this life, do with Rab thou 
pleaſeſt. I' willingly accept from thy hands. 
whatever croſſes or ſufferings thod ſhalt ſend: 
E will dedicate the remainder of my days to the 
daily to bewail -my- fins, and daily to preſent 
my heart to thee.” I will make what amends 1 


. ts y chap WR Yes 
and a life of love. I renounce; from chis 


ment, and for ever, the world, the fleſh, 
the devil: . 


concupiſcences fully determine to. be for 
ever thine. O cleanſe my ſoul. fromi all my paſt 
abomination !: and let nothing hencsfor ward, 
| A eee death, ever more ſeparate: me 
PW! from: 


I could n bewail - 
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from thee ;, who with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt, one (GN word, 
without end. Amen. u tl = 


dure penitent may ao here vecite PR the 05 
intention the' Pſalm Miſerere: or other debut 
. prayers and act of contrition, with wibith: 
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- earthy"and. all the intentions f the 
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0 Eternal Father of our * Jeſus Chriſt, 
Creator of all things, viſible and inviſible, 
| Source of all our, good; infinitely. good in thy- 
elf, and infinitely gracious, bountiful and good 


= - © &<- „ 


i" 0 us: Behold we thy poor ſervants, the work 


of thy hands, redeemed. by the blood of thy 
only Son, come, in anſwer to his ſummons by 
his Vicegerent, to preſent ourſelves, as humble 
petitioners; before the throne of thy mercy : we 
come all in à body, at this time, even all thy 
people upon earth; and we come in communion 
with all thy church in heaven, hoping to be 
affiſted by their prayers and merits; and with 
Jeſus Chriſt at ont head, our High prieſt and 
Mediator, in whoſe precious blood we put all 
our truſt. We proſtrate ourſelves here before 
thee, ant we moſt ne beſeech thee to 


; fang 
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Jan8if5: ty own moſt holy name, by ſanctifying 
and exalting thy holy catholick church through 
out the whole world. O eternal King, who haſt 
ſent thy only Son down from thy throne above, 
into this earth of ours, to eſtabliſ a kingdom, 
here amongſt us, from whence we might here- 
after be tranſlated to thy eternal kingdom: look 
down, we beſeech thee, upon this kingdom 
of thy Son, and propagate it through all nations, 
and through all hearts. Sanctify it in all truth; 
maintain it in peace, unity, and holineſs. Give 
to it Saints for its rulers, its chief paſtor, and 
all its other prelates; enlighten them all with 
heavenly wiſdom, and make them all men ac- 
cording to thy own heart. Give thy grace and 
bleſſing to all the clergy; and ſend amongſt 
them that heavenly fire, which thy Son came to 
caſt on the earth, and which he ſo earneſtly de- 
fired ſhould be enkind/ed. Aſſiſt and protect all 
apoſtolical miſſionaries, that they may  zealouſly - 
and effectually promote thy glory, and the fal- 
vation of ſouls redeemed. by the blood of thy 
Son. Sanctify all religious men and women of 
all orders: give them the grace to ſerve thee 
with all perfection, according to the ſpirit of 
their inſtitute, and to ſhine like lights to the reſt 
of the faithful. Have mercy on all chriſtian 
princes; grant them thoſe lights and graces that 
are neceſſary for the perfect diſcharge of their 
duty to thee and to their ſubjects; that they 

may be true ſervants to thee the King of kings, 
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true fathers. to their people; and nurſing fathers to 
thy church. Have mercy on all magiſtrates and 
men in power; that they may all fear thee, love 
thee; and ſerve thee; and ever remember that they 
are thy deputies, aud miniſters of thy juſtice. Have 
mercy an all thy people throughout the world ; and 
give thy bleſſing to thy inheritance: remember thy 
cangregation,. which thou haſt poſſeſſed from the 


beginning; and give that grace to all thy children 


bere upon earth, that they may do thy holy will i in 
all things, even as che bleſſed do in heaven. 

Extend thy mercy alſo" to all poor infidels, that 
fit in darkneſs and in che ſhndow of death: to all 


thoſe nations chat know not thee, and that have not 
pet received the faith and law of thy Son their 


Saviour; to all Pagans, Mahometans, and Jews. 
Remember, O Lord, that all theſe poor ſouls are 


made aſter thy own image and likeneſs, and redeem- 


ed by the blood of thy Son: O let not ſatan any 
longer exerciſe his tyranny over theſe thy creatures, 
to the great diſhonour of thy name, Let not the 
ious blood of thy. Son be ſhed for them in vain. 

end among them 'zealous preachers and apoſtolick 
labourers, endued with the like graces and gifts as 
thy” apoſtles were, and bleſs them with the like ſue- 
ceſs, for the glory of thy name: that all theſe poor 
fouls may be brought to know thee, love thee, and. 
ſerve thee here in thy uren ; and bleſs thee . 


after for all eternity. 
| Lock down alſo with : an eye of pity al bmi 
| gon on all thoſe deluded ſouls, who under the m— 
of chriſtians, have gone away from the paths of 
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truth and unity, and from the one fold of the, one 
ſhepherd, thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt, into the by- 
paths of error apd ſchiſm, O bring them back to 
thee and to thy church. Diſpel their darkneſs by 
thy heavenly light, take off the veil from before 
their eyes, with which the common enemy has blind- 
folded them: let them ſee how they have been miſ- 
led by miſapprehenſions and miſrepreſentations. Re- 
move the prejudices of their education ; take away 
from them the ſpirit of obſtinacy, pride, and ſelſ- 
eonceit: Give them an humble and docible heart. 
Give them a ſtrong defire of finding out thy truth, 
and a flrong grace to enable them to embrace it, in 
ſpite of all the oppoſition of the world, the fleſh, 
and. the devil. For why ſhould theſe poor ſouls 
periſh, for which Chriſt died? why ſhould ſatan 
any longer poſſeſs theſe ſouls, , which by their bap- 
tiſm were dedicated to thee, to be thy eternal tem- 
ple? 

O father of lights, and God of all truth, purge 
the whole world from all errors, abuſes, corrup · 
tions and vices, Beat down the ſtandard of ſatan: 
and ſet up every where the ſtandard of Chriſt, Abo- 
liſh the reign of fin, and eſtabliſh the kingdom of 
grace in all hearts, Let humility triumph over 
pride and ambition :. Charity over hatred, envy and | 
malice : Purity and temperance over luſt ang exceſs : . 
Meeleneſs over paſſion : and diſintereſtedneſs Ind 
poverty of ſpirit over covetouſneſs and love of this 
periſhable world. Let the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
both in its belief and practice, prevail throughout 
all ja univerſe, 2 


Grant 


SE, - "1 
” Grant to w thy peace, O Lord, in the days of 
dur mortality, even that peace which thy Son be- 
 queathed as a legacy ta his diſciples : a perpetual 
ce with thee : a perpetual peace with one ano- 
"ther ; and a perpetual peace within ourſelves... Grant 
that all chriſtian princes and ſtates may love, cheriſh 


"and maintain aninviolable peace among themſelves. . 


Give them a right ſenſe of the dreadful evils that 


- Mtend on wars. Give them an everlaſting horror 


"of all that bloodſhed, of the devaſtations and ruin 
"of "fo many territories ; of the innumerable ſacri- 
Ages; and the eternal loſs of ſo many thouſand 
'fonls, as are the diſmal conſequences of war, 


| Turn their hearts to another kind of warfare : 
Sf deze them to fight for a heavenly kingdom. 


Remove, O Lord, thy wrath, which we have 
"reaſon to apprehend ' actually hanging over our 


Heads for out fins.” Deliver all chriſtian people 


from the dreadful evil of mortal fin : make all 


| Innert ſenfible of their miſery; give them the 


of a ſincere converſion to thee, and a truly 
Penitential fpirit 3 and dicharge them from all their 
bonds, Preſerve all chriſtendom ; and in particulay 
this nation, from all the evils that threaten impe- 
nitent ſinrers, ſuch as plagues, famines, earth- 
quakes, fires, inundations , mortality of cattle, 
ſudden and anprovided death, and thy many other 
. here, and eternal damnation. hereafter, 
mfort all that are under any affliction, ſickneſs, 
or violence of pain: ſupport all that are under 
temptation : reconcile all t hat are at variance; deli- 
ver all that are in ſlavery or captivity; "defend all 
a dhat 
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chat are in danger: grant a relief to li in their re- 
ſpective neceſſities: give a happy paſſage to all that” 
are in their agony. Grant thy bleſſing to all our 
friends and benefactors, and to all thoſe for whom 
we are particularly bound to pray; and have mer- 
ey on all. our enemies. Give eternal reſt to all 
the faithful departed; and bring us all to well | 
ing life, through Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. Amen. 
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